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THOUGHTS, . 


al the topics which w_ at e 


7 
O' periods attracted the attention of a free 


and enlightened People, there is none which 
contains matter of more ſerious enquity, than 
that which forms the ſubject of the followin 

pages. A ſecond plan has now been received ini 
Parliament, for the future goverument of our 


| poſſeſſions in India; and while the principles 


on which it is founded, and the meaſures which 
it adopts, are debated hy our Repreſentatives, 
it well becomes us to look with a careful and 
jealous eye, to the event of a diſcuſſion in which 


all our deareſt intereſts are involved, And; in- 


deed, great as this queſtion muſt at any time 
have appeared, extenſive” in its objects, and 
formidable in its conſequences, there are many 
eircumſtances which concur to render it inte- 
| Ya. reſting 


and the honor of or 


PET 


Wr to us, in the preſenr moment, even 


It is, in the firſt place, a conſideration which 
deeply involves the credit of our Government, . 
ar Nation. We are bound 

by every feeling of humanity, juſtice, and reli- 
gion, to provide ſome remedy for the multi- 
plied oppreſſions . which the 0 e 11 


f CN to chain no 110 4 
to ſuſfer the eſtabliſhment of the Britiſh Nation 
in that climate, to remain the ſcourge and curſe 
_ - - ob: its-unfortunate inhabitants. That it has hi- 
fttherto been ſo, there is too much reaſon to be- 
lieve ; and allowing in the ſtatements which 
the extravagance of a heated imagination, and 
mains uncontroverted, a reproach to our feel- 
ings, and a Ailgrace to our national character. 
u is incumbent on us, therefore, to wipe 
away chis ſtain; and by whatever meang we 
no find ourſelves ſubſtituted in the place of 
the natural rulers of that country, we muſt be 
guided in our future conduct towards it, by 
1 | » thar 
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5 that ben duty of thoſe who govern; the con- 
ſulting: the caſe: and happineſs of their mw 
bed. 079 3985 no Bete hp e a, A 
. rot A Rhaake: 28527 138 5 3 | 
P21 is our ow pennen leſs at Rake. 
By a diſgraceful and Faigous wary mmm 
have been more increaſed; and our reſource 
more diminiſhed, in the ſhort ſpace” of nine 
calamitous years, than in a whole preceding 
century of proſperity and triumph. Much, 
therefore, does it behove us to cheriſh what'is 
fill ours; to guard well the remmnants of 'a 
great and Aouriſhing *<mpire ; "and ro prove, by 
a juſt and' prudent adminiſtration of our re- 
maining territories, chat we have not drunk, 
without benefit, of the bitter Tue of "adverſity | 
and humiliation.” a SOT en n 
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'To thits circumſtances, Which mark the ne- 
celſty and magnitude of the obzeck, is to be 
added, the difficulty of the r means by which it 
is to be attained.” We are to weigh the diſtance 
of the country to be governed, the invereracy 
of the abuſes to be reformed, the power of 
7 delinquents, the hopes of impunity, and the 
tem W to guilt 6E How « cer- 


>" 
Fe 


tainly pointed, and brought home to bur feel- 
ings, by the extent and tendency of that plan, 
which was attempted on theſe grounds to be 
defended. But great indeed muſt have been 
their weight, and infinite their importance, if 
they could have reconciled this country to the 
admiſſion of the ſmalleſt part of thoſe prin- 
ciples,. which were thus to have been eſta- 
bliſhed. Even as à Commercial People, we 
mould, undoubtedly, have ſeen with horror, 
the. annihilation of our firſt Trading Company ; 
but a 28 3 Nation jealous of our Freedom, we 
looked from that meaſure to conſequences of 
for greater importance. We. ſaw that it was 
intended to deſtroy, at one blow, every legal 
ſecurity under which our property was enjoyed: | 
That it was meant in the ſame moment to eſta- 
bliſh in the hands of a powerful Faction, an 
Executive Government, independent of the 
Crown : T hat to this Government was to be 
given. the abſolute and. uncontrouled dominion | 
of the Eaſt, including i im it patronage, influ 
; _ ence, and power, far beyond what is veſted in „ 
our own Sovereign; ; and ſtill further, that to 
theſe perſons, thus exalted above the level, not 
of their — but of their King, 


and 


1 adn nd 
4 
= 


0% 3. 


and of the Government of their Country, there 
was to be given a'PERMANENCY of Power, un- 
known- to any part of our Conſtitution, and 
abſdlutely incompatible with the very nature of 
2 Free State. Seeing all this, we felt a neceſ- 
ſuy greater than any which Was urged to us 
and we declared, with one voice, that it was 
deſirable that former abuſes ſhould be correcte 

that it was to be: wiſhed, that India; might * 
well governed; but that it vas NECESSARY that. | 
the PEOPLE OF Great Barraix ſhould continue 
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E e which, if it had ſucceeded, would 
have given an abſolute power, under the cloak 
of reformation, to perſons undiſtinguiſhed in 
their country, except by a blind attachment 
to one daring and ambitious Leader. And we 
have now the ſatisfaction to ſee, that there are 


among us men of no mean abilities, of no tri. 
fling knowledge in public buſineſs, and above 
all, of no inconſiderable experience in this par - 
ticular branch of it; who, while they acknow- 
ledge the importance, extent, and dilfouky of 
9358 evil, are e confident « of removing it, by an 

operation 
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6 7 
operation leſs violent in its execution, aid leſs: 
alarming in its effects. A plan has now been 


| propoſed, and has received the marked appro- 
bation of Parliament, which profeſſes to relieve 


public eredit without annihilating the firſt 
Trading Company in the world; to ſecure to 


us the enjoyment of our territories without en · 


dangering our conſtitution; and to protect the 
natives n . te the d nA ˖ 
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complitnen of thele, Es. let us not be de- 
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u the debate on the Commitment OTE N 
India bill, Mr. F-x was pleaſed to ſay, that he had never 
denied: that bis plan would have gone to the total annibilation | 
of the Eaſt India Company. The Writer of theſe pages 


aſſirms, that Mr. F-x has repeatedly made that denial, as 


may be ſeen by a reference to any of the printed debates 
of the laſt Seffion. « And it is, leſt this admiffon ſhould 


WIG ran that it is thought proper here to record 


it. Among all the arts uſed to deceive the people into an 
approbation of meaſures which they abhor, there is none 


- Teſs juſtifiable” than the conſtant miſrepreſentatiou of Par- 
Hamentary debates in almoſt every public paper, which is 


known to be the daily employment of more than one of, 
Mr. Pr moſt aftive friends. 
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beived by them into an indiſcriminate approba- 
tion of the meaſure on which they are founded. 
Let us weigh maturely the objections which are 
raiſed againſt it; and having compared it not 
only with the former plan (which all condemn) 
but with the nature of the object propoſed, and 
witk the means by which that object can be ob- 
tained, let us try it on the grounds of reaſon, 
and on the principles of the Conſtitution. We 
may then form an im partial and decided judge + 
metit, to which we ſhall adhere, returning with 
contempt the daily inſults of thoſe who treat 
our opinions as the effects of popular deluſion 
and temporary frenzy. Thoſe very men know, 
and have reaſon to lament, that the people of 
Great Britain are not ſo weak as they were wil- 

ling to believe. They have found in us judge- 
ment to diſcern, and firmneſs to reſiſt, their 
plans for our oppreſſion. They will ever find it 
ſo : And till they have perſuaded us to ſurren- 
der up our reaſon, they will in vain attempt to 
undermine our liberties; nor will they pars to 
ſeize them, till they have acquired the You | 

to cruſh Ws. | 
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Tt is therefore to my. fellow - citizens, to an 
uninfluenced and diſcerning Public, to men 
capable of judging what is right, and deſirous 


of following it, that I wiſh to ſubmit my ideas 
on this ſubject; and I will proceed without 


plan now propoſed, which naturally divides | 

—— into three diſtinct _—_ 1 

| 1 5 eſtabliſhing a we of Cutan 
in . kingdom, „ by which the Executive Go- 

vernment in India is to be connected wh: that 
over the reſt of the . e tas 


8 n The regulati ns _ conduct of the 
Company's Servants in India, in order to ty, 
the evils TEAS have prevailed 2 8 | | 


1 DFE EEE 
* 5 


Thirdly, The providing . os 
of thoſe perſons who ſhall, nevertheleſs, con- 
tinue in the practice of crimes which have 
by 1 * their ry nde 


To 5 of theſe, various ee hw | 
been raiſed, which it is my intention to conſi- 


der EN; and with them, the ſpirit and 
tendency 


further preface, to the conſideration of the 


4 4. 
tendeney of the regulations to which 5 . 
. * 


A : 
We 6 * 
% 
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11 T he neveity of connecting, in _ 
| meaſure, the Executive Government of India i 
with that of this country, has long been uni- 
verſally felt, was adopted in the former plan, ; 
is acknowledged by the oppoſers of this, and 
has in the form now propoſed received the con- 
dent of the Company. But it is a very material 
point to confider, how this may be ſufficiently 

accompliſhed, keeping at the ſame time in 
view the rights of the Company, and having 
an attentive and watchful eye to the Conſtitu- 
tion of this country. : F 


With hs to the ES of the Company, 
it is perhaps enough for us to conſider, that 
they have themſelves pointed out this mode as 

confiſtent with their ideas, and agrecable to 
their wiſhes. If : any thing more were wanted 
on this head, the very nature of the objection 
which has been made to it in Parliament, ſuffi- 
ciently entitles it to our approbation. The ſup- 
. of the former Bill, (and in this inſtance | 


C2 „ en; e 


( : I & \ J. N 
| they certainly act conſiſtently with their paſt 
conduct, however inconſiſtently with the laws 
of juſtice, and the principles of the Conſtitu · 
tion) complain that Too LITTLE is now to be 
wreſted from the Company. That 100 little 
. ſhould be reſumed by Parliament, of that which 
has been granted by Charter; that a Miniſter 
ſhould take 1 into his own hands 109 litile 2 : 
too little influence, and 700 little patronage, - 
a complaint which might well weigh with thoſe 
who ſupported government, only“ in con- 
| fidence that they would diſtribute corruptly 

what they had ſeized violently ; ; and that they 
would ſhare the plunder among thoſe who had 
affiſted in the robbery, But in the eyes of a 
virtuous and confiderate people, it would, if 
it were neceſſary, overbalance many e, , 
. and compenſate for We 9 


: It is, however, by no means ; ſufficient to 
— trenching on the rights of the Com pany, 
unleſs the plan to be adopted holds out A rea- 


ſonable hope of regulation in India, without 

. 8 1 4... Freating 
, hot, 6 WS rt 

„ 8 ell who 

+ voted far Mr. Fox's Bill: Many certainly did fo. conſcien- 

tioully, . ed into if * — 


cluſive arguments. 


A 
creating in any perſan whatever a degree of 
power formidable to the Conſtitution of theſe 
Kingdoms. On both theſe heads objections have 
raiſed; and Mr. Fur has aſſured us, that 
118 Power of Controubnow to be created, is ina- 
dequate to any purpoſe of Reform, while an 
alarming acceffion of Influenceis at the ſame time 
to be given by it to the Crown. Let us, there- 
fore, recur to the Bill itſelf, in order to examine 
| theſe aſſertions, and to decide whether they are 
juſtified by any folid ground of argument, or 
re the ſuggeſtions of a gloomy and diſappointed 
Mind, brooding overthe loſs both of popularity 
and power, and lamenting too late the conſe- 
quence of an i impatient thirſt for abſolute domi- 
nion, an intemperate and ( paulting ambition, 
| Ran, re ee fell on th other fide!” 


In the Sr place, therefore, wich regard to 

the regulation of India, we ſhall find on exa- 

_ mination, that this Bill, while it leaves to the 

| Company the entire management of their com- 
mercial concerns ; ; while it continues in the 
Directors choſen by the Company, the conduct 
| of their policical affairs, provides, nevertheleſs, 

that they ſhall nor be permitred to depart from | 
5 „ e 


ee) 


ſttoſe maxims of government there, on which 
all men are agreed. And if they ſhould be in- 
clined to forſake the pringiples of axconomy, 
Peace, and: juſtice, it prevents their endanger» 
_ ing by ſuch conduct, both the intereſts of the 
Company and the proſperity of the Empire at 
large. In theſe inſtances they will be controuled 
by perſons connected with the Executive Go- 
vernment for the time being, appointed under 
His Majeſty's Commiſſion, and daily reſponſible 
o Parliament for every circumſtance in the 
execution of their office. Thus it is, that by 
the eſtabliſhment. of that in which the genius 
of our Conſtitution delights, a ſpecies of mixed 
government, every advantage is held out, 
which can ariſe from mutual emulation for the 
public good, from local knowledge, from ex- 
perience in the detail of buſineſs, from perſonal 
Intereſt in the well-being of the Company, 
added to a permanent ſyſtem of policy, to the 
exertion of political talents, and the e. 5 
E ew ey ng ere Ah 2077 vo » 2 
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Still, . with al theſe mated 


4 and with the addition of every method which 
prongs. can : uggeſt, to euforce from tbe 
LT „„ | ſervants 


„ | 
 fervants end a ſtrict obdicnce to TY: orden 


which they receive from hence, this govern- 


ment has been ſtigmatized as weak and ineffi- 


cient. And it is certainly true, that it poſſeſſes 
neither the unlimited PArnONAOR, nor the 


unconſtitutional PERMANENT, which Mr. 
| Fox had provided for his Commiſſioners... To 


the ſeven perſons of his nomination he had 


given (in the words of a ſpirited and unanſoes- 


* 


able publication“) ©. the whole influence of Z 


ce the offices of every kind, in India and at 


34 home, belonging to the Company; and the 
<« whole influence arifing from the tranſactions 
AB «, of their trade, in the purchaſe of goods for 
i exportation, furniſhing ſhipping, ſtores, and 


„ recruits; the influence ariſing from the 
method of ſelling their goods, by bringing 


forward or keeping back goods at the ſales, 
6-4 « or giving indulgencies as to payments, ſo as 
„to accommodate thoſe who were meant to 
1 be favoured ; the influence ariſing from the 
„ favour they might ſhew to thoſe who were 


1 95 gm in Fond. and had left ae or ef- 


ce N 


» + Mr. W Mr. Fox's Eaſt India 8 5 


3 1 Bill ; . for J. Stockdale, FAY : 


On 5 


# 


e fects in India, as to the mode of bringing 


E ſpe} to every perſon then there; who might 


* to recovering his debts, and the means of re- 


626 3 


4 home and recovering their fortunes; the 
« influetiee of contracts of all kinds im India; 


er in the inland trade 7 of intimidation with re- 


ec come home with a fortune, both with regard 


r mittance, and with regard to enquiries into 
« his conduct: the influence upe Foreign 


companies or Foreign States, who have 
_ © eſtabliſhments in that country, who; in re- 


turn, might have the means of acting upon 
e individuals in this country; the influence 


0. upon the native Prinees of India; ſome of 


% whom have already found the way of pro- 
cuting the Elections of Members of Parlia- 


* ment; and many other means of inſſuence, 
« hich it is impoſſible to foreſee or to trace: 


All chis he had given, if his aſſertions are ob 


be believed, riot to ſtrengthen any Faction, or 
eſtabliſn any Ariſtoeracy in this country; but 


with the ſole view of at, a ſtrong Go- 
vernment in aan. 


„ 

Thoſe who have framed the preſent plan 
appear to have reaſoned differently. They 
ſeem not to have imagined, that Subordination, 
the firſt, principle of ſtrong Government, can 
be promoted by teaching inferior ſervants to 
look from their ſuperiors to an intereſt at 
8 home, both for advancement and protection; ; 
; or, that we can expect among them any emula- 
"Lon. for the public ſervice, if we veſt here the 
power of reward, in perſons who can have 
: neither leifure nor opportunity to know their 
merit, or to enquire into their pretenſions. 
Perhaps, alſo, they carried their reaſoning 

further, and concluded that the Princes of 
India would not the more reſpect our Gover- 
nors for being neglected by thoſe whom they 
were ſent to command: While the ſuperior 
ſer vants themſelves would not with much 
chearfulneſs intruſt to perſons, having no de- 
| pendence on them, and in whom they repoſed 
no confidence, meaſures of much delicacy in 
their execution, and involving in their conſe- 


| quences the deareſt intereſts of the Company 
and the Public. : 


Ä 1010 


„ 
But it is alſo true, that this Board is not 
permanent. That, if the Adminiſtration of 


this country be changed, they muſt alſo ſhare 


its fate, and make way for perſons connected 
with thoſe to whoſe care his Majeſty ſhall 
intruſt the feſt of his dominions. If it were 
not ſo, What would be our ſituation? The 
general intereſts of the Empire would be di- 
rected by men of one deſcription, while India 
would be under the command of ethers in 
oppoſition to the King's Government, perhaps 
on points intimately connected with Indian 
politics. Is it ſufficient to ſay, that in this 
eaſe the latter would be removed by an addreſs 
f Parliament > If fo, Where is this boaſted 
| permanency * If whenever a difference of 
opinion aroſe, the Indian Board was to be re- 
moved, that it might not continue at variance 
with the Cabinet, then is this ſyſtem aban- 
doned as impracticable, in the only moment 
in which it could be uſeful: And the whole 
plainly appears to have been what we have 
unanimouſly declared it, a plan not for a per- 
maneney of meaſures, but a permanency of 
Mex ; a permanency of patronage, influence, 


and 


* 


(6 
and power, to an Ariſtocracy ee for- 
midable 1 bs "HE ung Naß of their ene 


Wente la bieden which is made to this 
t of | the Bill, can ſcarcely be thought to 


merit a ſerious confideration, Mr. Fox having 
made a general charge againſt the preſent 
Adminiſtration, of defiring to increaſe the 
Influence of the Crown, thought it neceſſary, 
in confidering this capital feature of their 
Government, | to aſſert that it bore that com- 
plexion. But he aſſerted it only: He did 
attempt, for he knew that he was not able, to 
prove it: The undeniable fact being, that 
the Bill gives to the Crown no influence what- 
ever, civil or military, at home or abroad; 
yeſting only in the King, as the legitimate 
Executive Power of this Empire, the appoint- 
ment of perſons to controul the Executive 
. Government of India, without ſalaries, and 
without net | $1.5 


Thus when, on a view of che mo held 


out by this plan, for conſtituting at home a 


Superintending Government for the dominions 
ot this country in the Eaſt, it appears, that 


D 2 the 


the end propoſed to us, will be accompliſhed 
without the miſchiefs which were thought ta 
accompany it. With the full conſent of the 
Company, and conſequently without any viola- 
tion of property or charters, we ſhall eſtabliſn 
a power ſufficient effectually to reform the 
abuſes, and controul the Government of India, 
without having given either to individuals, or 
to the Crown, any 3 ab a N to our 
own 1 e 
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II. Nor is this Board left at large, like the 
deſpotic Commiſſion of Mr. Fox, to exerciſe 
their ſuperintending power, as caprice or inex- 
perience may dictate. Regulations are pro- 
vided, and a ſyſtem of policy marked out for 
them, under which alone our dominions in 
India can be made productive of advantage or 
| honour to this country. And theſe relate to 
the ſecond head under which I propoſed to 
conſider this Bill; as eſtabliſhing rules for the 
conduct of the Company's ſervants in India, 
in order to remedy. the evils that have pre- 
vailed in that quarter. . 
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„ 
Ot theſe evils, the firſt and moſt ſtriking 


ſeems to be; the unſettled ſtate of the Govem- 


ment, exhibiting a ſtruggle of claſhing powers, 
with little order or ſubordination. - It has been 
our miſtaken-policy, to controul the power of 
the ſeveral Governors, by the addition of-four 
Aſſiſtant Counſellors, any three of whom com- 
bined, may thwart the meaſures which the Go- 
vernor brings forward, ſo as entirely to ſuper- 


ſede his authority. To the diſunion and diſ- 
traction of Boards thus conſtituted, we may 

refer the bulk of thoſe misfortunes Which we 
are now lamenting, and againſt which we wiſh 


to provide in future ; Not entering into the 
queſtions in iſſue between the ſeveral Parties, 
but juſtly concluding, that the permanent adop- 


tion of almoſt any ſyſtem would have been at- 


tended with leſs evil, than a ſcene of conten- 
fion, which degraded the dignity, and of fluc- 
tuation, which deſtroyed" the energy, of the 


Britiſh Government, Wiſely, therefore, have 


the Framers of this Bill begun with reſtoring 
order at the helm; for which purpoſe they 
have reduced the number of Counſellors to 
three, and given the caſting vote, in caſes of 
equality, to the Governor: Thus ſecuring to 


him 


„ G3 
eim an efficient ſupport to his Adminiftration , 
except in thoſe caſes only where his conduct 


hall be — by all thoſe who are 
d nif op en | | 


+ And Abe: let us 0 guard . the 

common error of conſidering this, and other 
meaſures with a view to the characters of par- 
ticular individuals. Such confiderations are i}! 
adapted to the decifion of great and important 
' queſtions of policy ; becauſe, with them we 
are too apt to mix our perſonal affeQtions, paſ- 
Bons, and reſentments.—If the Bill propoſed 
by Mr. Fox did eſtabliſh i in this country a new 
Government, ſuperior to our Laws, and dan- 


gerous to our Conſtitution, it was a poor ar- 
gument, to reſt its defence on the characters 


of the individuals i in whom that Government 
was to be created. Had thoſe characters been 
ſuch as they were repreſented ; had they been 
all, as they certainly were not, men of acknow- 
ledged and tried abilities, with minds unbiaſſed 
by party, and untainted by diffipation and ex-. 
travagance, that would have been a ſmall eon 

ſolation to us for the ſurrender of our liberties. 


In the ſame manner, in conſidering the — 


: il ; to 
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to be given by the preſent plan to the Gover- 
nor General of Bengal for the time being, let us 
be biaſſed neither by the panegyriſts of Mr. 
Haſtings to approve, nor by his calumniators 
to condemn it. Its propriety is grounded on 
general prineiples of government. If he has 
abuſed his former power, let him be recalled 
from his ſituation; if he has uſed it to the 
advantage of the Company, and the Country, 
let that perſon, whoever he may be, to whom 
ve entruſt the government, be inveſted with 


Another evil undet which we have laboured, 
is the want of a Syſtematic Government, unit- 
| ing all the Britiſh Dependencies in India in the 
purſuit of the fame objects, and in the obſer- 
vance of the ſame plans of policy. We have ; 
ſeen our Empire there diſtracted by the diffe- 
rent views of diſtin Governments, negociating | 
in oppoſition to each other; and by their divi- 
 fions, weakening the power, and diſgracing the 
character of the Britiſh Nation. This is re- 


moved by the eſtabliſhment of a ſupreme power 


on t CEO: to which all the other Go- _ 
| vernments 


ts are made nn By this Bit 


there is given to the Governor and. County of 


in all points which relate to any tranſactions 


with the Country Powers, to peace or war, or 


to the application of their forces or revenues. 


It is by this ſyſtem alone that we can inſure, in 


the exerciſeof Executive Power, either ſtrength 


and efficacy abroad, or obedience and reſpon- 
Gbility at home. It conduces to the increaſe 
of our authority, and the preſervation of our 


public faith in India, to teach the natives to 


have recourſe, in their tranſactions with us, to 


one center of Government; whilſt it is eſſential 


to the efficacy of a controul in England, that 
there ſhould be one body to receive orders, and 
to 1 to this country for their execution. 


97 i muſt not be N that pat we 


eſtabliſh the dependency of the inferior Prefi- 


_dencies upon the Council of Bengal abroad, 
they are equally ſubjected to the direction of 


the Company at home. To them there is left 
no power of declaring. war, of commencing 


f 


hoſtilities, or forming treaties at pleaſure. In 


all caſes, except thoſe of immediate danger, 
| and 


%, 


* 


. © > 
bd abfslute neceſſty, they are reſtrained from 


neting without orders received from hence: 
Tuis ſeems ro be the moſt effectual method of 
ſecuriog to us that pacific ſyſtem” which the 
Bill holds out, as conſonant tö tHe wiſh, the 
en and the yang of the Britiſh wake 


— 


The nett u Geek "On comes . che — 


. . of this Bill, is the redreſs of the grie- 


vances of the Natives of India: An object „ 
lich all men muſt wiſh the accompliſhment, 
except thoſe whs habe already profited by out 
paſt negligence, or thoſe who looked from it 
to future advantages. But in the attainment 


öf this \ we muſt proceed cautiouſly and tempe- 
© ately ; not with prejudice or paſſion, not with 


the blind Zeal of indiſttiminate reformers; who 
either believe themſelves, or wiſh to be be- 
leved, virtuous and humane, in proportion 


as they are iriconſiderate and violent; but with 


the equity of impattial judges, and the pru- 


dence of wife legiſlators.” To provide. for the 
payment of the debts of the Nabob of Arcot, 


Which are a burthen on his country, diſcrimi- 


nating at the ſame time thoſe which have been 
July „ from thoſe which have been 


"Cats 


forced upon him by. the injuſtice. and extortion 


of Engliſh oppreſſors: To aſcertain the inde- 
terminate rights and pretenſions on which ſo 
many differences have ariſen between him 4 
the Rajah of Tanjore, fomented by Europ ns, 
for the ſupport of their on intereſted Views 
And laſtly, to deliver the Zemindars, and other 


are points upon which all men are agreed; and 


upon which this Bill enacts ſuck regulations as 
are well calculated to inſure their attainment, 


without giving authenticity to unexamined 
claims, or attempting in Parliament to ſettle 
at once the detail of rights, which differ ſo 


materially, and in ſo W e * 


5 —_ | 


But it was er Ae not only vain? 


injuſtice, but alſo againſt profuſion and extra- 
vagance, in the adminiſtration of the affairs of 


a #diftant government under a Commercial Com- 
pany- A material part, therefore, of this 


Bill, * 4s directed 2 the abuſes dane en 


native landholders. of India, from oppreſſion "Iſt 
and to ſecure to them their poſſeſſions, by per- 
manent rules of moderation and juſtice: Fheſe 
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1 


| e 
joining a thorough revſal of their eſtablith 
| ments; e, — A 3 of ſuch 
expences as may 0 And 
in order to prevent any deluſive ſhew of re- 
trenchment in the preſent moment, or any 


deviation from the wiſe ſyſtem of ceconomy at 


a future period, this Reform is directed to be 
conſtantly ſubmitted in its whole ves * f 
1 * we the oy of mere cl A. 


iT. 


DOES e RIDA OTE: 6 4453 HI, 
_ ont: Writers ne been ſent 
to India in ſuch unlimited numbers, as to re- 
main a burthen upon the eſtabliſhments of the 
Company ; and their appointment was a prin- 
cipal means of influence in this country, exer- 
ciſed either by the Directors, or through them. 
by former Minifters, No more of theſe are 
now to de r till their number is Sedueed 
complement, Wren is bt 


; Waben 4 at the defire of Miniſters) 
under hich thoſe fervants of the Company 


EG Ita La ry, roſe rapidly 
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dnd by partiality, to the prejudice 16h dated | 
ous and meritorious men, are now rendered 
ineffectual; and a ſyſtem j is eſtabliſhed, of-ſuc- 
ceſſion by -ſeniqrity ; Leaving, however, to 
the Councils abroad, that power which is indi- | 
penſable te all Executive Government, -9f 
bringing forward (not by caprice, but by rea- 
ſons by them to be aſſigned) any perſons of e- 
traordinary merit or capacity, to thoſe fituations | 
in which they may effectually ſerve their country. 
Out of this regulation neceſſarily flows a limi- 


tation of the age of perſens entering upon the 


line of Eaſt India ſetvice. For, if no proviſion 
was made to prevent children in their cradle 
being enrolled on the Eſtabliſhment, they might 
be brought by ſucgcfign ta many r 

employments, before they arrived at manhood: 
Or, on the other hand, perſonß advanced in 
years might. (as has lately been ſeen in ſeveral. 
inſtances) be appointed to the ſtatiansgf young 
men, for the ſole purpoſe gf. repairing diſh, 
pated fortunes ; and that without the proſpect 
of being able to d it in the courſe of years, 
by regular advanceme 
the ſame. —_. and. 
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. | 
Goyernment of that Continent, by introdueing 
into it. the Parties pf Great Britain, all perſons 
who. have reſided five years in Europe fince _ 
their return from India, are precluded from 


country; with the exception, however, which 
| juſtice requires for a certain time, to ſuch | 
perſons as are now. here, or have left * . 
5 e the TRI of this porn. 


(8 The laſt 8 regulations "for the Game 
' pany's ſervants in India, apply to Offences - 
committed in that Country. Regulations of 
. che kind here brought forward, have been ſo 
long called for, and. ſo indiſpenſable to the 
very exiſtence. of that Government, that it 
would be difficult to imagine an objeQtion 
againſt them. Security has been derived to 
Indian Delinquents, fro”. the circumſtance of 
their offences being committed within the ter- 
ritories of Indian Princes, ſo as not to come 
within the cognizance of the Britiſh Govern- 
ment. This Act provides againſt further eva- 
ſions of chis miſchievous nature, by declaring 
the offence equally puniſhable, in whatever ter- 
men, 
WIT ; ſpe- 


(ET 


2 
4 
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having "proved nugatory, nothing 
remained but to put an entire ſtop to the prac- 
HE. The Act, therefore, of receiving Pre- 
ſents, is declared to be in itſelf Extortion, and 
uniſhable by law accordingly.” Of the ſame 
Kind with theſe are the regulations againift Dif- 
obedience of Orders; for groſs inſtances of 
which we need not go very far back into their 
Fiery; And alſb againſt the bargaining for 
Offices; A miſchievous practice in all "countries, 
but moſt ſo i in that, where the means of plun- 
der are great; and conſequently, the more dif. 
honeſt the men, "the "higher = : prices which 
they can "afford t to offer, from he proſpect of 
retburting themfelyes by x 5 pecu- 
lation. Both of theſe offences are de accordingly | 
pronounced. Miſdemeanors atT aw : And Pro- 
viſion is made, that the guilty Fella alt! 
| not compound for them with the Company, 
nor ever be reſtored to x ap pointments in their 
ſervice— —Two reſtrictions Mort remain, to 
complete this general Head of Regulatio ons ir 
India: One of them binds C Neftors and Re- 
<tivers by oak, from accepting any private 
8 „„ gratuity, 


7 
8 
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gratuity, over and above the legal tribute; ; 


and the other, guards againſt Illicit Correſpon - 
dence with the Enemies of the Company, and © 


of Great Britain: Points of general policy 


and ujjliry, which I have thought proper tg 
mention in their place; but upon which men 


are too univerſally agreed, to r, 2 
comment or diſcuſſon. 3 


we have ſeen, then, in what ſpirit theſe re · 


gulations are dictated : we have judged how 
wiſely they are calculated to meet the evils, 
and #6 reform the abuſes, which have exiſted. 


May they be proſperous in their effects May | 
the intentions of a patriot Miniſter, may the 
wiſhes of a virtuous People, in the cauſe of 
humanity:and juſtice, be crowned with, that 


ſuoceſs which they both ſo amply merit 


We my chen ſee the Government of India, 
been a medley of diſcor- 


F dant nn where nothing was fupreme, 
nothing ſubordi nate, exhibiting the picture of 
an orderly and Iy ſtematic En ire, where every 
part has, its proper function, and contributes 
to the general benefit and, harmony of the 


whole. We may ſee that ſpot, which has been 


= . 
y HTS, 7 8 
& F 
G * 


| 

Y 

5 
4 

| 

| 
4 


tan 5 


der is many years a theatre Sheds" avatice 4 
RE have contended in in rapine and vid 
„ henceforward the ſeat of liberty, hu- 
. and juſtice- The rights of Nature 
© may then be eſtabliſhed bn the ruins of Op- 
© preffion; and the Britiſh Government, fong the 


me 9 may at length betome, 


„ 


III. We come now to confider the remain- 
ing part of the Bill, relating to the Trial ＋ 


Offences which have been committed in India: 


And hete, in the firſt place, we have that which 


forms indeed the ground- work of the whole 


plan, the univetſal conſent of all parties, as to 


and from the dread of power, How much 


the necellity of the object. For we are told 
from evety fide, that the temptationis to guilt 
* 


in India are ſuch as can never be counteracted, 
but by the u utmoſt vigour of efficient laws, to 
be executed not only in that country, but here 


alſo, at a diſfance from local prejudice, from 


perſonal partiality, from the hopes of favour, 


* 
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t ſyſtem of Indian Nene is in that 
reſpect deficient, | may be learned from the en⸗ 
couragement which i is now held out to delin- 
quents, by 1 recent and ſtriking examples of im- 
punity. We have all ſeen, that perſons ac- 
| cuſed of the moſt flagrant « crimes that can even 
in that country be committed, have defeated 
every attempt to bring them to puniſhment ; 
and have baffled not only the authority of the 
King 8 Bench, our higheſt court of criminal 
Juſtice, | but. even the majeſty and tetrors of 
Parliament itſelf. And, undoubtedly, it Was | 
not to any. remiſſneſs in their proſecutors, | bur 
to the genius of our courts of law, and to the 
very frame and eonſtitution of a deliberative 
aſſembly, that the perſons here alluded to, 
were indebted on thoſe occaſions. What then 
; remained, but the eteckion ot ſome bey Pri. 
bunal, to which might be given a power over 
thoſe offences, which, in the ordinary courſes 
f of common law, and parliamentary proceeding, 
; have defied the arm of 3 25 "7 | 


+3 


"This was ſtated 5 Mr. Fox, when he opened 
| bis Bill co the late Houſe of Commons, as a 


po int of indiſpenſable neceſſity, without Wilen 
: F 4 # +44 3 # | 
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no o plan of governing Lacta un be efficacious, 
He poſtponed it, however, till the paſſing of 
his Bill; that is, till by aniibilating tbe Com- 
pany, he ſhould have acquired 4 power which 
would have left the Parliament little room for 
deliberation om this or any other ſubject. The 
preſent Miniſter has acted differently: He has 
preſented to us, at one view, his whole ſyſtem ; 
and has ſuffered nothing to deter him from 
propoſing to Parliament all which lie judged 
neceſſary for his object, and conſiſtent, at the 
ſame time, with the rights of the company 
and with the Britiſh Conffitution. In this, as 


in the other difficult but neceſſary meaſures of 


this Seffions, he has proceeded with openneſs 
and candour ; ſhewing that he has no reſerves 
with his country, to whom he 1 18 ſo largely i in 
debted. 


: "Yes: us cherefore n now contice the | prinei iples 
on which a plan of Judicature for India ſhould 
be regulated, as applicable to the end pro- 
| poſed; and let us examine how far what is 
nom brought forward, is conſonant to thoſe 
principles, and calculated to produce that end. 
Abave all other conſiderations, in the trial of 


{ 3s Y 


Britiſh Subjects, it is neceſſary to obſerve the 


cloſeſt adherence to the sixir of the Britiſh 
Law; Not from any. national or local preju- 
dice, but becauſe that ſpirit is the ſpirit of 


equity, applying equally to every age and 


every climate, and depending on the immutable. 


principles of univerſal juſtice. And the very 


ſame reaſon ſhould induce us, on the other 


hand, to . reject all thoſe forms, which are 
purely of a local nature; which being adopted 
by our anceſtors, in conformity to our own in- 
ſtitutions, and with a view to the adminiſtra- 


tion of one kingdom, are repugnant to the 
manners of a diſtant people, and are inappli- 
cable to the government of a * 5 8 


empire. 

We all know, and the experience of every 
neighbouring country will convince us, that it 
is not by forms alone, but by the ſpirit of mild 
| laws, and by the genius of a free government, 
that Liberty ſubſiſts. In almoſt every mo- 
narchy of Europe, the forms of thoſe delibe- 
rative afſemblies are ſtill preſerved, under 


which their anceſtors enjoyed the bleſſings of - 
Liberty. But it i in the Parliament of Eng- 
. Wade , 


| 
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land alone that their ſpirit is maintained, of 
force and energy to protect us equally againſt 
the eneroachments of arbitrary Monarchy, and 
againſt the deſ perate attacks a of bee and 
EN Factions. | 


& the "RY therefore, of this Tribu- 
| nal, it was the duty of the Miniſter to look to 
that which we ſo juſtly eſteem and venerate, | 
the right of 75 rial by Jury. He was to con- 
| fider what were the real principles which have 
rendered this inſtitution the palladium of our 
Liberties ; and diſtinguiſhing theſe from the 
minute forms, which cannot be applied to 
Indian Cauſes, both from the length, and the 
nature of the diſcuſſions they involve, pre- 
ſerve i in his new compoſition, the effence and 
ſpirit of that to which we owe rhe freedom of 
our Conſtitution. 5 ah 


| And here we need pot reſt in argument only; 

The principles of our Conſtitution, particularly 

with relation to. this. ſubject; have. been laid 

down by men of acknowledged character and 

r, lawyers, ee, and DRDOOpRert | 
. it N The 
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The names of Hale,“ Blackſtone, and De 
Lolme, f carry with them an authority far ſupe- 
Tior to any which can be derived from the rea- 
ſonings of theſe pages. To theſe I will refer 
my Reader, and he will certainly think it a mat- 
ter of no ſmall weight, when he finds ſuch men 
agreed on this ſubject, and pointing out unani- 
mouſly the following principles as the chief 
ſource of thoſe benefits which they all ſo much 
.commend Fig, that the Judicial Power 
| ſhould be placed in hands entirely diſtinct from 
thoſe in which the Executive Government is 
lodged'i—Secondly, that it ſhould be exerciſed. 
by a fluctuating, and not by a permanent body: 
And laſtly, that ſuch body ſhould be free 
from all ſuſpicion of. partiality, both by the 


Aeſcription of men out of whom it is ſelected, 


154 90 t N * which 2 nes = 


8 Wo us now examine what are the regulations 
provided by this Bill, in the eſtabliſhment of a 
ſew Tribunal, with a view to conſider how far 


_ * Vide Hiſt, c. 1. e. 13» 
| + Vide Commentaries, B. «ag. 
| Vide B. I. c. 9 and 20. 
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are conſonant to the principles 3 laid 
down And to begin with the means by which 
a. perſon may be brought to trial: Informations 
might, before chi; Act, have been filed for the 
crimes to which they relate, either by the 
King's A ney General, in virtue of his office, | 
er by any other perſon, with permiſſion from the 
Court of King's Bench. This right remains 
| preciſely | the fame, with this addition only, 
that the Attorney of the Company (who and, 
with reſpect to offences committed in India, 
n the ſituation of the Government) has alſo 
the fame official power, which is given in 


other caſes only to eee eee of the 


— ; 


- The 3 points, 3 to o be £on- 
8 are the conſtitution of the Tribunal be- 
fore whom theſe informations are to be tried, 

4 and the mode of proceeding i in the decifion of 
uch cauſes. And if we find theſe ſo. orderetl a as 
to ſecure to us the benefits above-mentioned, 
we ſhall .conclude that this mode of. trial is no 

=. | neal infringement of that which we eſteem our 

| 5 birth · tight, the Trial by Jury — That the firſt of 

mie benefits wil be — in this Court, 
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70 gf being wholly diftint from the -xecutive 
te power” i is evident, fince noone of the perſons 
of whom the Court will conſiſt, is to de ap- 
pointed by the Crown; or even admitted to it; 
while he exerciſes any office under the Govern- 

ment of the Country. The Court will alſs 
have the ſecond advantage, * in being of a fluc- 
 tuating nature ;” for it will not be one and the 
| fame body, conſtituted for the trial of all fuck 
cauſes,but 4 Tribunal ſelected for the particular 
accafion.—And as to the third advantage, 5 of 
impartiality,” that is amply ſeeured, as well by 
the deſcription of men from whom this ſelec- 
tion is to be made, as by the manner of mak- 
ing it; points which require to ra conſidered 


4 


more partie . 


The 3 or body from whom the Court ĩs 
ä to be ſelected, confiſts of a certain number of 
the Members. of both Houſes of Parliament, 
not choſen indiſeriminately, nor yet by the 
nomination of the Majority of either Houſe, 
who might be ſuppoſed to be attached to the 
Miniſter of the day; but by a mode, by Which 
due weight is given to all parties and deferip- 


tions of men. Every Member is to deliver in 
a iſt 


* 


0 40 
2 lit 4 forty 8 whom he moſt aß. 


proves; and thoſe whoſe names ap pear ou 


twenty liſts; provided they hold 1 no place under 
Government, and are not particularly con- 
nected with the Company, are are to compoſe a 


Liſt, to be tranſmitted to the Clerk of the Crown, 


*r 2k to ſerve on this Tribunal. 


| . Jon we have in effect a pannel of j jury- 

men, anſwering to the character of Jurymen in 
every eſſential particular; firſt, as being diſtinet 
from the magiſtracy ; - next, as being a fluc- 


tuating body; ; and laſtly, choſen in ſuch 4 


manner as to obviate all partiality. The fimi- 


larity continues in the remaining part of the 
proceſs. The perſon accuſed has the ſame power 


as in our criminal law, of making peremptory 


challenges, and that to the number of thirteen 

of the Peers, and twenty of the Commons: 
while the proſecutor may make challenges 
upon ſpecial cauſe ſhewn to the Court. From 
the number then remaining, four Peers and fix 5 


Commoners are drawn by lot: To theſe are 


Joined three of the twelve Judges, to be named 


by their colleagues, one from each of the 
n A of thelg thirteen thus ſelected, 


: couliſts ; 


* = 
* — 


8 


0 4, ) | 
conſiſts the Tribunal , com petent to take cog⸗- 
nizance c of offences committed in India, | 


Thus i it is, "har | in the A of this 
f Court we trace every principle which has been 


Judged eſſentially characteriſtic of a Jury, If 
the minute forms have nat been equally pre- 


ſerved, it is becauſe they have been found nei- 


ther applicable | to the ſubject, nor compatible 
with the nature of the cauſes in queſtion ; and 


would, if adopted here, fail of all the advan- 
tages to which they were e in che 85 


e inſtitution, 5 5 


Py 


| confider what are the objects pointed at in the 
Choice of Juries, namely, that they ſhall, be men 


of ſufficient ſubſtance to ſecure reſponſibility, : 


and enabled by their local knowledge, and ha- 
bits of life, to judge of the fact, we ſhall per- 
ceive that the objects aimed at would be en- 
 tirely loſt, by ſubmitting the decifion upon Eaſt 
Indian offences to thoſe men of whom Juries 
© ordinaril y conſiſt. Even in the common practice 


of the Britiſh Courts, we lee that caſes * of 


A 


"bij is ye * the Jurors * are ks from 
a very different claſs of men. Vet when 8 


— . 
* 
— 
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too delicate. or r complicated a " nature to bo | 
truſted to a common Jury; on which occaſions x 
it is uſual for a ſpecial Jury to be ſummoned. 
The inſtances of Indian Trials may well be 
| thought to require ſomething ſtill more ſpecial, | 
ſomething compoſed of perſons of a more en- 
larged ſphere of life, and accuſtomed to turn 
their thoughts to points of national concern. 
In the room therefore of the common, or ſ ſpecial 
Jurymen, are ſubſtituted perſons, of minds 
| enlarged by education, im proved by habit, 
and verſed in the detail of political concerns; 
= Selected by the choice of all parties in Parlia · 
ment from that body, to whom the legiſlation 
_ of the Empire at large has been committed by 
their fellow citizens. When we add to the 

impartiality with which this Pannel is ſelected, 


| , the fimilarity that takes place i in the mode of 


Te firiking them off, we ſhall ſee the advantages 
+ of our favourite mode of Trial preſerved fo 
minutely in the conſtitution of this Tribunal, 
that we. ſhall have every reaſon to confide i in 
the ; juſtice. of its progecdings. Before fuch 
2 Tribunal as this, the guilty may indeed 

: tremble, but the 1 innocent may approach with. 


out fear or apprehenſion, 


E 


In the manner of their ; greater 
altern tions have been adopted. For neither 
is this Tribunal denied the power of ad- 


— Journing, nor is it reſtricted to unanimity | 
in its verdict; it unites alſo the double ca- 


pacity of udge and Jury, by deciding not 


only upon the Fact, but the Law, and pro- 
ceeding even to the laſt particular of pro- 


nouncing ſentence, 


As to the power of adjournment, it is eaſy 
to comprehend why it could not be allowed i in 
the conſtitution of a common Jury, fince it 


would expoſe them in the interval to all the 


bs arts. of ſeduction which might lie in wait for 


them abroad, and which perſons of the ordi- 


nary rank might not always be able to reſiſt. 
Theſe cannot be ſuppoſed to operate upon the 


perſons. ſelected for this Tribunal, guarded as 
they are againſt all means of corruption or in- 
fluence, by their rank, their ſation in life, and 
above all, by that dignity and reſponſibility of 


character which is annexed to the ſituation of 
public men. When we add to this, the abſo- 


lute, impoſſibility of carrying through in one 


| * che detail of trials which do not turn, like 
1 "aan. 


. 


common caſes, Hel . "aſcertaitiment ef « 

fimple fact, but comprize various and com- 
 plicated diſcuffions, involving in them the 
choice, of evils, and points of flate neceflity, 
we. muſt confeſs, that a power of adjourn- 
ment is neceſſary, for the firſt purpoſes of juſ- 
tice; the hearing attentively, and at full length, 
the ſeveral allegations of the contenditig par- 


5 "Wea are next to cas, how far ie Ws ex- 

pedient to diſpenſe with the unanimity of their 
verdict. This feature is a ſtriking peculiarity 
in the preſent conſtitution of the Engliſh Courts 
of Juſtice : Whether it exiſted in their origi- 
nal formation is uncertain : Indeed there is 


great reaſon to think that it has crept in at a 
| Tubſequent period. It obtains in no other 


Ko country, not even in Scotland, where Juries 


are cœœval with, their Government. In our 
higheſt Court of Juſtice, that of the Peers, it 
never has eAiſted; nor has it been adopted in 
any tribunal which the wiſdom of the Legiſ- 
lature has found occaſion to eſtabliſh ; not even 
in that moſt neatly intereſting to the Legiſla- 
ture, | which decides upon the legality of elec- 

| thes 


re objeftion 
th > are fo forcible and ſo Obriets, rom the 
poſſibility, and indeed frequeney, of thoſe 
— of opinion between honeſt men, 
which ſeldom yield to mutual argument, "that 
the moſt celebrated writers on this ſubject have 
| queſtioned its policy. Vet how infinitely are 
cauſes. to be heard before this Court. Perhaps 
in the ordinary courſe of eivil cauſes, where 
the fact is fimple, and open to the comprehen- 
be little reaſon for apprehending ſuch diffe- 
rence of opinion. But in cauſes relative to 
India, at once complicated in their nature, 
and ineluding in them conſiderations of politi- 

cal and commercial intereſt, ſuch differences 
of opinion muſt not only often happen, but 
may originate on both ſides, in principles of 
ſtrict wed the and in che diftates of a Nr 
2 


85 The laſt deri from the forms of a 

Jury, is that which conſtitutes them Judges 

of the Law, as well as the Fact: And againſt 

"> particular clamour ſeems to have been 
| l 


niſed, though perhaps with far the leaſt ſhevy = 
of reaſon. For, on the one hand, it is a power 
_ which our Conſtitution allows and recognizes 
of the Peace; before Courts of Quarter 
1 in our Courts of Law, upon attach - 
ments; and laſtly, in the proceedings of Parlia | 
ment, as well in caſes of impeachment, as in 

that eſtabliſhed mode of trial, which every 


Peer claims as his deareſt birth · right the pri · 
vilege of being tried, in caſes affecting his life 
dot his honour, by the whole body of the 


Peerage fitting in judgement upon him, and 
deciding, as in the inſtance of this Tribunal, 
both the Fact and the Law, as well as pro- 
- nouncing. ſentence. And, on the other hand, 
it may be queſtioned, whether it is really any 
deviation; and whether Juries are not compe- 
tent to judge of the Law as well as the Fact. 
For certainly, whenever Juries take upon them- 
ſelves, as in the caſe of Amon, and more re- 
. cently. in that of Dean Shipley, to pronounce 
the fact true, but the intention not illegal, 
they do in reality exerciſe. that very power 
. which is nom to be veſted in this Tribunal. 


* * 2 5 LS 


C5 


But fa i ie to be that ane which 
— contended to be, ſtill in the 


prefent inſtance it would be unavoidable. For, 
ſince in all caſes before this Court, the quan- 
tum of puniſhment muſt depend upon the cir- 
cumſtances which induce them to find the de- 
linquent guilty, there would he a manifeſt de- 
fect, if thoſe who had conſidered the one were 
not alſo to determine the other. And ſup- 
| poſing this power to be left to the three Judges, 
it might then happen chat a ſentence, might be 


paaſſed, meaſured only by their ſeperate opinion, 


and very diſproportionate to the ſenſe which 
the reſt of the Court might have of his guilt: 
And it would be in vain for the majority to 
condemn, if three of the number could de- 


ſtroy the effect of their verdict, by their lenity - 


i Wm V 


bo ares this Tribunal, „ we 3 found 
ĩt aſſimilated in every eſſential circumſtance, to 
jr ſpirit and practice of the Engliſh Law 
ond, carrying. with it every benefit which re 
ſults from that peculiar mode of trial, which 
Engliſhmen ſo juſtly regard with pride, and 
wich with e ; Arn from it in thoſe: 
8 minute 


S 


ene farms alone, which have: lc weight. 5 
. 2 
wang ood <þo-daire plea an the; iniſter, 
AT bind entirely 3 . 
, e ng c 
4208... 

"Malls has been ad 4 upori the dige of che oY 
. which is to be received before this 
lifh Law, but a dire& violation of the eternal 
principles of Juſtice itſelf. But theſe objec. 
ions, Uke the others which have been raiſed = 
againſt this Bill, are conceived in ignorance, 
or ſuggeſted in malice. - It is ſaid, that by the 
proviſions for tranſmitting to the Court of 
King's Bench examinations taken in India, be- 
ſore Engliſh Judges, under all the forms and 
regulations of Engliſh Law, and for pane 
the authentic records of the Co 
produced before the new Tribunal, ee 
Pecies of evidence is to be introduced into this 
— - 3 


5 23 Mt *I | * ; | it 
; 5 


1 
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i would b. caſy to prove. chat it is of indif+ 


Indian. Jelinquencies. And hood too we might 
plead the eonfeſſion of Mr. Fox, who in the 
debe Bill, aſſented to theſeclauſes, | 
even before they were modified to that ſtate | 


in which we now ſee them: But our argument 


recourſe to atute Books in one inſtance, 
et” to wales: ae the Ce 
Bench in the other, will find that a Law was 
e beer . taking — in 
E and that the Records of the — 
were actually read in evidence, under the au- 
thority of Lord Mansfield, in the Trial of Mr. 
— What then ſhall we ſay of thoſe 
Legiſlators, Members alſo of the higheſt Court 
of Juſtice in this kingdom; who, in their zeal 
againſt the paſſing of this Act, have 1 
| bated. as — 8 eſtabliſhed 2 


ad, 10 ee, aber total eee, of the 


5 4 a q 4 7 nee i 1 IF * 7 * * A . + E 1 - lab: 


- 


* Vide Lords' Proteſt, Ang 9 * 


will reſt on more ſolid grounds than any 
aſſertion of that 1 or een, any rea- 
2 NE 7hoev will have 


rt of King's 


— 
— 


tences, may be tortured into 


* 50 
laws nude which they are themſelves protected, 


; ard by which they are to judge of the properties 


and lives e "others. But to ſome of them, 
rotes on this ſubject are ominous. A 
incoherent words, half. uttered in broken ſen- 


them, do prove, that while . affect to mo 


verit u ol this is — 101 . it 
would be diff to nd ny other telt ofthe 
conduct of * 0 s 


which fo 3 eee — and 
ſo much more is ſtill to be apprehended. What 
motives can we ſuppoſe ſo ſtrong, as the ſhame 

„* . ” 1 


etl WIR 


ſecure tho natives from: that rapine ee 


ich i have ſo long unfor- 
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Fer a ſeries of heam, we here been e- 


cuſtomed to ſee every publie cmeaſorsy; as it 
paſſed, converted to the purpoſes of N 
Influence, Not a tax was:levied, bus it was 
3 by the unprincipled Miniſter of the dax, 
gthening his power: And per- 


n W ſcrupulous what new burthens 
he laid upon the people, when he found it the 


moſt ſucceſsful method of invading their 
I;bertie 
witneſſes to the eagerneſs with which another 
Miniſterial Leader ſeized this very meaſure, re- 
lative to the regulation of the Eaſt Indies, as an 
inſtrument for giving a death-blow to the Con- 
ſtitution ; treating the ſuppoſition of effecting 
any reform otherwiſe, as abſurd and imprac- 
3 A then muſt be our feelings of 
- ſurprize 


ſence with a large 
2 mn home a very. 
moderate fortune after a long reſidence in that 
to ſtifle that ſpirit of avarice and ra- 


: 3 In © oft 5 


. And within this laſt year, we have been 
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Preſent Bill, this great work effected, without 
che minuteſt accefion of Patronage to Govern - 
ment: When we ſee a Court of Judicature 
erected, inacceffible' to influence either from 
the Crown or the me ct a behold a vaſt 
Continent ſubjected to the c of this king · 
dm, without producing the'ſmalteR ill effe& 


upon the Britiſh Conſtitution? When we 
contemplate ſuch a Bill, may we not juftly 


- confider it as an emblem of the vpuxirr and 
_ INTEGRITY of the mind from whence it has 
pProceeded and may we not draw. concluſion 
highly favourable to the intentions, and cal - 


c culated to inſpire confidence in che conduet of 


the preſent Mixisrzn of this n „ 
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Mr, PITT's Kas- NI BILL. 


4 Brit (with the Amendments) for the better Regulation and ' Mana —_ : 


of the Affairs of the Zaſl- India Company, and of the Britiſh Pofſe/ſnns 
jd oy and for la a Court of Fudicature for - 2 
and ffiftual e ONO" * n. in the Eaft 


Indies. | 


N. B. The oth printed in Italic, ad the bee . marked {A} (BY 


- C / &c. were inſerted by the Committee. 


OR the 3 government and ſecurity of the territorial poſſeſſions of this 
kingdom in the Eaſt Indies, be it enacted by the King's moſt excellent 
Majeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of the Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral, and Commons, in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the authority of 


the ſame, That it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the King's Majeſty, his 


heirs and ſucceſſors, by any commiſſion to be iſſued under the Great Seal of 
Great Britain, to nominate and appoint ſuch perſons, not exceeding fix in number, 
as His Majeſty ſhall think fit, being of His Majeſty's moſt honourable Privy 


Council, of whom one of His Majefty's principal Secretaries of State for the 


time being, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer for the time being, ſhall be two, 
to be, and who ſhall accordingly be Commiſſioners for the affairs of India. 

And be it further enaQed by the authority aforeſaid, That any number, not 
leſs than three of the ſaid Commiſſioners, ſhall form a Board for executing the 
ſeveral powers which, by this or any other act, ſhall be veſted in the Commiſ- 


ſioners aforeſaid. 


And be it further enacted, That the ſaid Secretary of State, and, in his ab- 


ſence, the ſaid Chancellor of the Exchequer, and, in the abſence of both of 
them, the ſenior of the ſaid other Commiſſioners, according to his rank in ſe- 
niority of appointment as one of His Majeſty's moſt honourably Privy Council, 


ſhall preſide at, and be Preſident of the ſaid Board; and that the ſaid Commiſ- 
fioners ſhall have, and they are hereby inveſted with, the ſuperintendence aud 


control over all the Britiſh territorial poſſeſſions in the Eaſt Indies, and over the 


affairs of the United Company of Merchants trading thereto, in manner herein 


after directed. 
And be it further enacted, That in caſe the members preſent at the ſaid Board 


ſhall at any time be equally divided in opinion, in reſpect to any matter depending 


before them, then, and in every ſuch ca'e, the then Preſident of the ſaid Board 


ſhall have /zvo voices, or the caſting vote. 


And be it further enacted, That it ſhall and may be lawful for the King's Ma- 
jeſty, his heirs and 83 from time to time, at his and their will and plea- 
ſure, to revoke and determine the commiſſion aforeſaid, and from time to time 
to cauſe any new commiſhon or commiſſions to be ſealed as aforeſaid, for appoint- 
ing any other perſon or perſons, being of His Majeſty's moſt honourable Privy 
Council, of whom one of His Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State, and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer for the time being, ſhall always be f, to be Come 
miſſioners and Members of the ſaid Board, when and ſo often as His Majeſty, 
his heirs or ſucceſſors, ſhall think fit, ſo that the number of Commiſſioners 


therein 2 be named 


ways. no wiſe exceed the * number of _ 
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And be it further enacted, That the ſaid Board ſhall be fully authoriſed and 
impowered, from time to time, to ſuperintend, direct, and control, all acts, ope- 
fations, and concerns, which in any wiſe relate to the civil or military goverr- 


ment or revenues of the Briztfh territorial poſſellions in the Eaſt Indies. 


= And be it further enacted, That the ſaid Secretary of State for the time being 


hall nominate and appoint ſucſß Secretary's clerks and other officers as Hall be nccgſ- 


ſary to attend upon the ſaid Board, *vho Fall be ſukject to diſmiſjion at the pleaſure 


of the ſaid Board, and that all proceedings whatſoever to be had by or before thi faid 
Board Gall be entered in proper books; and that the ſaid Secretary's clerks and other 
officers Rall be paid ſuch ſalaries as His Majeſty Hall, by warrant under his Hgn 
manual, direct. | „ 


Provided always, and be it further enacted, That the members of the ſaid 


Board, before they ſhall proceed to act in the execution of any of the powers or 
authorities to them given by this act (fave only the power of adminiſtering the 
eath * mentioned) ſhall ſeverally take and ſubſcribe the following oath : (that 
1 6 137) | 7 3 thy 
I A. B. do faithfully promiſe and fear, That, as a Commiſſioner or 
« member of the Board for the affairs of India, I will give my beft 
t advice and affiftance for the good government of the Britiſh poſſeſ- 
« ſions in the Eaſt Indies; and will execute the ſeveral powers and 

_ ©. rruſts repoſed in me according to the beſt of my Kill and judgement, 
without favour or affection, prejudice or malice, to any perſon what- 
r | | 


Which faid oath any two of the members of the ſaid Board ſhall and are hereby 


A *. 
* 

E21 0 — 
* 


1 : 


impowered to adminiſter ; and the ſaid oath ſhall be entered by rhe ſaid Secretary 
among che acts of the Board, and be duly ſubſcribed and atttfted by the members 
thereof, at the time of their taking and adminiſtering the ſame to each other re- 


ſpectively. (A) 


* 


And, to the intent that the ſaid Board may be duly informed of all tranſne- 


tions of the ſaid Company, in reſpect to the management of their concerns in the 
Eaſt Indies, be it further enatted, That all the members of the faid Board ſhall, 
mall convenient times, have acceſs to all papers and muniments of the ſaid United 

Company, and ſhall be furniſhed with ſuch extracts or copies thereof as they ſhall 
— from time to time require; and that the Court of Directors of the ſaid United 
Company ſhall, and they are hereby required and directed to deliver to the ſaid 


Yoard copies of all minutes, orders, . reſolutions, and other proceedings, of all 
General and Special Courts of Proprietors of the ſaid Company, and of the 
fad Court of Directors, /o far as relate to the civil or military government or re- 


weaues of the Britiff territorial poſſeſſions in the Eaſt Indies, within eight days after 


the holding of ſuch reſpective Courts; and alſo copies of all diſpatches which the 
(aid Directors, or am Committte of the ſaid Directors, ſhall receive from any 
of their ſervants in the Eaſt Indies, immediately after the arrival rhereof; and 


_ alſo copies of all letters, orders, and inſtruftions whatſoever, relating to the 


civil or military government or revenues of the Britiſh territorial poſſeſſions in 
che Eaft Indies, propoſed to be ſent or diſpatched, by the ſaid Court of Direc- 


tors, or any Commitice of the ſaid DireHors, to any of the ſervants of the faid 
Company in the Eaſt Indies; and that the faid Court of Directors of the faia 


United Company ſhall, and they are hereby required to pay due obedience to, and 
i} be governed and bound by, ſuch orders and directions as they ſhall from 


# 


l | | : 33 


Ks 


C33 
time to time receive from the ſaid Board, touching the civil or military gaverns 
ment and revenues of rhe Briti/h territorial poſfeſſions 1 in the Eaſt Indies. 
And be it further enacted, That, within Hurtecn days after the reccipt of 
ſuch copies laſt mentioned, the ſaid Board ſhall return the ſame to the ſaid Court 
of DireQors, with their approbation thereof, ſubſcribed. by tire of . the mems 


bers of the ſaid Board, or their reaſons at large for diſapproving the ſame, toges 


ther with inſtructions from the ſaid Board to the {aid Court of Directors in re, 


| ſped thereto; and that the ſaid Court of Directors ſhall thereupon diſpatch and 


ſend the letters, orders, and inſtructions, ſo approved or amended, to their fer- 
vants in India, without farther delay, unloſi on any repreſentation made by the ſaid 
Directors to the ſaid Board, the ſaid Board fhall direct any alterations to be made in 
Juch letters, orders, or inflr uttions ; ; and no letters, orders, or inſtructions, until 
after ſuch previous communication thereof to the ſaid Board, ſhall at any time 
be ſent or diſpatched, by the ſaid Court of Directors, to the Kal Indies, on any 
account or pretence wharſoever, 
And, for the readier diſpatch of the civil and military concerns of the faid 
United Company, be it further enafted, That whenever the Court of Directors of 
the ſaid United Company Mall negle to tranſmit to the faid Board their intended. dife 


 »patches, on any ſubjet, within fourteen days after requiſition made, it. all and may 


he lawful to and for the ſaid Board 10 prepare axd ſend to the Directors of the Eaſt» 
India Company (without waiting for the receipt of the copies of diſpatches in- 
tended to be ſent by the ſaid Court of Directors as aforeſaid) any orders or in- 
ſtructions to any of the Governments or Preſidencies aforeſaid, concerning the 
civil or military government of the Britiſh territories and poſſeſſions in the Eaft 
Indies; and the ſaid Directors ſhall, and they are hereby required to tranſmit dif- 
patches 1 in the uſual form, (purſuant to the tenor of the ſaid orders and inſtrue- 
tions ſo tranſmitted to them) to the reſpective Governments and Preſidencies in 
India, unleſs, on any repreſentation made by the ſaid Directors to the ſaid Board 


touching ſuch orders or inſtructions, the ſaid Board ſhall direct any alteration to 
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be made in the ſame; which directions the ſaid Court of Directors ſhall in ſuc | 


.caſe be bound to conform to. 
| And be it further enacted, That in caſe the ſaid Board ſhall ſend any orders 


or inſtructions to the ſaid Court of Directors, to be by them tranſmitted to India, 
which, in the opinion of the ſaid Court of Directors, ſhall relate to points not 
connected with the civil or military government and revenues of the ſaid territo- 
ries and poſſeſſions in India, then, and in any ſuch caſe, it ſhall be lawful for the 


ſaid Court of Directors to apply, by petition, to His Majeſty in Council, touch- 


ing ſuch orders and inſtructions; and His Majeſty 1 in Council ſhall decide whether 
the ſame be, or be not, W. with the civil or, military government and re- 


venues of the faid territories and poſſeſſions in n which deciſion Hall be final 
and concluſive. | 4 


Provided nevertheleſs, and be it further enaRted, That if the ſaid Board hal 


be of opinion that the ſubject matter of any of their deliberations, concerning ; . 


the leyying of war or making of peace, or treating or negociating with any gf 
the native Princes or States in India, it ſhall and may be {awful for the ſaid Ba 


a to ſend ſecret orders anti inſtructians to the Secret Committee of the faid Cort of Di- 
rectors for the time being, who fhall thereupon, without di cloſing the ſame, tranſmit 


their orders and diſpatches in the ufual form, according to the tenor of the ſaid orders 
and inftruftions of the ſaid Board, to the reſpecti ve Governments and Prefidencies ix 


India: and that the ſaid 9 and Prefidencies ſhall pay a e, obe- 
& : lence 


Es 


* to ſuch orders and diſpatches, and ſhall return their anſwers to the ſame, 


ſealed (under cover) with their reſpective ſeals, to the ſaid Secret Committee, who 
Mall from time to time communicate ſuch anſwers to the ſaid Board. (B) 5 
Provided alſo, and be it further enacted and declared by the authority afore- 
ſaid, That nothing in this att contained ſhall extend to give unto the ſaid Board 
the power of nominating or appointing any of the ſervants of the ſaid United 
Company ; any thing herein contained to the contrary notwithſtanding. 
Aud be it further enacted, That as ſoon as the office of any one of the Coun- 
Fellors of the prefidency of Fort William, in Bengal, other than the Commander 
n Chief, ſhall become vacant, by death, removal, or refignation, the vacancy ſo 


Happening ſhall not be ſupplied by rhe faid Court of Directors; but the ſaid Su- 


preme Government ſhall from thenceforward confiſt of a Governor General and 
three Supreme Counſellors only ; : and that the Commander in Chief of the Com- 
pany*s forces in Indiafor the time being ſhall have voice and precedence in Council 
next after the ſaid Governor General; any thing in any former act of Parliament 
contained to the contrary notwithſtanding, | 

And be it further enacted, That the government of the ſeveral probdencies ans 
ſettlements of Fort Saint George and Bombay ſhall, after the commencement of 
this act, conſiſt of a Governor or Preſident, and three Counſellors only, of whom 
the Commander in Chief in the ſaid ſeveral ſettlements, for the time being, ſhall 
be one, having the like precedence in Council as in the prefidency of Fort Wil- 
am, in Bengal; winleſs the Commander in Chief of the Company's forces in India 


Mall happen to ze preſent in either of the ſaid ſettlements; and in fuck caſe the ſaid 


Commander in Chief Mall be one of the ſaid Counſellors inflead of the Commander 
In Chief of fuch Settlement ; and that the ſaid Commander in Chief of ſuch ſetlement 
Kall, during ſuch time, have only a ſeat, but no woice in the ſaid Council. 


Aud be it further enacted, That the Court of Directors of the ſaid United 


Company ſhall, within the ſpace of one calendar month next after the paſſing of 
this act, nominate and appoint, from among ft the ſervants of the ſaid Company in 
Tadia, or any other perſons, a fit and proper perſon to be the Governor of the ſaid 


- preſidency or ſettlement of Fort Saint George, and tuo other fit and proper per- 
Ions from amongft the ſaid ſervants in India, who, together with the Commander in 


Clic at Fort Saint George for the time being, Mall be the Council of the ſame pre- 


Hdency or ſettlement; and that the ſaid Court of Direwors ſhall alſo, in like man- 
| Jer, and within the time aforeſaid, nominate and appoint ft and proper perſons to 


be the Governor and Council of the ſaid preſidency or ſettlement of Bombay, 


Prefedent and Council of Fort Saint George. (C) 

And be it further enacted, That 3 it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the King's 
Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, by any writing or inſtrument under his or their 
» fGgn manual, counterfigned by the ſaid Secretary of State, or for the Court of Di- 
Fefors of the ſaid United Company for the time being, by <«vriting under their hands, 
to remove or recal the preſent or any future Governor General of Fort William 


any of the Governors or Preſidents and members of the Councils of the Prefi- 


dencies or ſettlements of Fort Saint George and Bombay, or of any other Bri- 
tiſh ſettlements in India, or any other perſon or perſons holding any office, employ 


ment, or commiſſion, ciuil or military, under the ſaid United Company in India for 
che time being; and to vacate and make void all and every or any appointment or 
ETON of. apy perſon or perſons to any of the offices or places aforeſaid ; 


ander the ſame reftrifions as are herein before provided in reſpedt to the Governor or 


t Bengal, or any of the members of the Council of Fort William aforeſaid, or 


4 


and that all and every the powers and authorities of the reſpeRtive perſons ſo removed 
or recalled, or whoſe appointment ſhall be ſo vacated, ſhall ceaſe or determine at 
or from ſuch reſpective time or times as in the ſaid wiiting or writings ſhall be 
expreſſed and directed: Provided always, that a duplicate or copy of every ſuch 
writing or inflrument, under His Majefly's fign manual, atteſted by the ſaid Secre- 
rary of State for the time being, ſhall, within e:ght days after the ſame ſhall 
be figned by His Majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, - be tranſmitted or delivered, by 
the' ſaid Secretary of State, unto the Chairman or Deputy Chairman for the time 
being of the ſaid United Company, to the intent that the aue of Directors of 
the ſaid Company may be apprized thereof. 
And be it further enafted, That whenever any vacancy or vacancies of the 
office of Governor General or Preſident, or of any Member of the Council, 
ſhall happen in any of the Preſidencies aforeſaid, either by death, reſignation, or 
recal, as aforeſaid, then and in ſuch caſe the Court of Directors of the ſaid 
_ United Company ſhall proceed to nominate and appoint a fit perſon or perſons to 
ſupply ſuch vacancy or vacancies, from amongſt their  covenanted Servants in 
India, except io the office of Governor General, or the office of Governor or Prefi- 
dent of Fort Saint George or Bombay, or of any Commander in Chief, to <vhich 
ſeveral offices the ſaid Court of Directors Hall be at liberty, if they ail think fit, 
to nominate and appoint any other perſon or perſons reſpecti vely. 

Provided always, and be it further enacted, That when and fo often as the 
Court of Directors ſhall not, within the ſpace of mo calendar months, to be 


computed from the day whereon the notification of the vacancy' ſhall ' have been 


received by the ſaid Court of Directors, proceed to ſupply the ſame, then and in 
any ſuch caſe, and fo often as the ſame ſhall happen, it ſhall be lawful for His 
Majefty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, to conſtitute and appoint, by writing under his 


or their royal ſign manual, ander the ſume reſtrict ions and regulations as are herein 


before provided with reſet to the nominations and appointments made by the ſaid 
Court of Directors, fuch perſon or perſons as His Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
ſhall think proper to ſucceed to, and ſupply the reſpective office or place, offices or 


places, ſo vacant, or from which any perſon or perſons ſhall be fo recalled or be- 
moved, or whoſe appointment or appointments ſhall have been vacated and made 


void as aforeſaid; and that every perſon or perſons, ſo conſtituted and appointed, 
ſhall have and be inveſted with the- ſame powers, privileges, and authorities, 


as if he or they had been nominated and appointed by the ſaid Court of Directors, 


and fhall be ſubject to recal only by the King's Majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors; any 
thing herein contained to the contrary notwithflanding. 
And be it further enacted, That no reſignatiou to be made of the offices of 


the Governor General, or Governor or Prefident of any of the ſubordinate ſettle- 


ments, or Commander in Chief, or Member of the reſpective Councils, of any of 
the ſaid Preſidencies in India, hall be deemed or conſtrued to be legal or valid, 
or ſhall be accepted as fuch, unleſs the fame be made by an inſtrument in writ- 
ing under the hand of the officer or perſon reſigning the ſame. 

And be it further enacted, That no order or reſolution of any General Court 
of the Proprietors of the ſaid United Company ſhall be available to revoke or reſcind 
or in any reſpect to affect, any act, order, reſolution, matter, or proceeding, of 
the ſaid Court of Directors, by this act directed or authorized to be made or done 
by the ſaid Court, after the ſame Mall have been approved by the ſaid Board, in the 
manner herein before Uiredted, any law or _— the Mer 1 
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_ "motives ant reaſons for the ſame at large. | 
Andi be it further enacted, That it hall not be lawful — 
ä and aner, of Fort Saint George ang —_— „ or of any other ſub- 


6 3 


And e That nch ami ſuch parts: of an act, 3 


— wwenty-firſt year of the reign of His preſent: Majeſty, as directs the Court 
of DireQors of the faid United Company to deliver to the Commiſſioners of the 
Treafary, or to the High Treaſurer for the time being, or to one of His Majeſ- 
ty's Principal Sccreraries of State, copies of any lterrers or orders relating to the 
maya nt of the revenues or the civil and military affairs of the ſaid Com- 
any and alſo all ſuch powers and authorities given to or y ſted in the Propri- 
<wors and Directors of the ſaid United Company, or in any General or Special 


"Court thereof reſpectively, in and by any act of parliament or charter, as art 


contrary or repugnant to this act, or any thing ſerein contained, ſhall be, and 


de ſome are hereby nd for and during the continuance of this act, 
any thing contained in any act or Wa or any en or uſage, to the con- 


trary notwithſtanding. (D) 

Aad be it Further enacted, That the Geverndr Sand. and 8 of Fore 
William aforeſaid, and the ſeveral Prefidents and Counſellors of Fort Saint 
George and Bombay, ſhall, at their ſeveral and reſpective Boards and Councils, 
grocted in the frſt place to the confideration of ſuch queſtions and bufineſs as wall 
de propofed Hy the faid Governor General or Pre ſide nis reſpectively ; and when 
and fo often as any matter or queſtion ſhall be propounded at any of the ſaid 
Boards or Councils, by any of the Counſellors thercof, it ſhall be competent to 
At faid Governor General and Preſidents reſpectively to poſtpone or adjourn the 


A ſeuſſion of the matter or queſtion fo propounded to a future day: Provided al- 
we, that uc ſuch adjournments ſhall exceed forty-eight hours, nor ſhall the 
_ matter or queſtion ſo propoſed, be adjourned more than rice, without the con- 
ent of che Counſellor who originally ꝓropoſed the fame. 


Aud whereas, to purſue ſchemes of conqueſt and extenſion of dominion in 
India, are meaſures repugnant to the wiſh, the honour, and policy of this nation; 
De it therefore further enated by the authority aforefaid, That it ſhall not be 
n fr the Governor General and Council of Fort William aforeſaid, with- 
xpreſs command and authority af the ſuid Court of Directors in any caſe 
arent aulere inftilities have attually been commenced or preparation gel ually made 
for» the commencement of 'hoflilities againſt the Brituſi nation in India, or againſt 

of the Princes or States dependent therrong or hoſe territories the faid United 


"Company Hall be at ſuch time engaged by any Jubfifling ireaty to defend or guariinty ) 


miner to Yeelare wur or commence hoftiltties, or enter inio any treaty for making var 


gain any of the country Princes ur States. in India, or any treaty for guarantying ile 


poſſefions of any country Princes or States, and that in ſarcii Fa + it Mall not be latu- 
fad for the ſaitf Governor General and Cumncii to declare war, or commence ſaſtilitics, 
ur emer into treaty for making war againſt any other Prince or State than ſuch as all be 
ally committing hoftilities:or mating preparations as aforeſaid; or do make ſuc: 
reaty for guarattying the pofſeffrons of any Prince or State but upon the con filler ation 


i Prince or State attually engaging to: affift the Company againſt ſuch hoflilities 


commenctd or preparations made as aforeſaid; and in all tafes where hoftilities Hall 
be commenced or reatymade, the ſaid Governor General and Council ſhall, by the 


moſt expeditious means they can deviſe, communicate the ſame unto the faid Court 


dit, together with a full ſtate of the information and intelligence upon 
«winch they thall have commenced ſuch Goes, * e ee 1 7 


ordinate 


l * 
ordinate ſettlement reſpeively, ! to make or fue any order for commencing hof- 

_ tilities, or levying war, or to negotiate or conclude any treaty of peace or other - 
treaty with any Indian Prince or State (except in caſes of ſudden emergency or 
imminent danger; when it ſhall appear dangerous to poſtpone ſuch hoſtilities or 
treaty; unleſs in purſuance of expreſs orders from the faid Governor Generaf 
and Council of Fort William aforeſaid, or from the faid Court of Directors, and 
every fuch treaty Mall if poffible contain a clan ſe for ſirbjecting the ſame to the rats. 
cation or rejection of the Governor General and Council of Fort William aforeſaid: 
And the ſaid Preſidents and Counſellors of the ſaid Prefidencies and ſettlements of 
Fort Saint George and Bombay, or other ſubordinate ſettlement, are hereby re- 
quired. to yield due obedience” to all ſuch orders as they ſhall from time to time 
reſpectively receive from the ſaid Governor General and Council of Fort un 
aforeſaid, concerning the premiſes. -» | 

And be it further enacmed, That all and fingular the faid Prefidents and Coun- 
ſellors who ſhall wilfully refuſe to pay due obedience to ſuch orders and infiruce' 
tions as they Mall receive from the ſaid Governor General and Council of Fort . 
liam as aforeſaid, ſhall be liable to be ſuſpended from the exerciſe of their reſpec- 
tive offices or powers, by order of the ſaid Governor General and Council of 
Fort William; and all and every of them are hereby further required conſtantly 
and diligently to tranſmit to the faid Governor General and Council of Fort 
William aforefaid, true and exact copies of all orders, reſolutions, and acts in 
Council, of their reſpective Governments, Preſidencies, and Councils, and alfo 
advise and intelligence of all tranfactions and matters which ſhall come to their 
knowledge, material to be communicated to the Governor General and Council W 
Port William aforeſaid. (E) (F) (8) 

| And to the end and intent that the Britiſh eſtabliſhments in India; ld 
civil as military, may be regulated and improved for the greater fecurity of the 

State, the advantage of the ſervice, and the benefit of the ſaid United Com- 
pany ; Be it enafted by the authority aforeſaid, That the Directors of the EA. 
xda Company all take into their immediate confideration the reſpe Hive Aab la- þ 
ments, civil and. military, of their ſeveral Prefidencies and ſettlements in India, 
and gime Juch orders as the caſe will admit for every practicable retrenchment and" q 
reduttion in the ſame; and Mall alſo require from the ſaid ſettlements and pre den- 
cies reſpect iveiy ſuch farther information as may be neceſſary to furniſh them with" 

& knowledge of the flate of ſuck eftabliſhments, together with full, minute, aceu- 
rate, and particular lifts and accounts to be ſtated of all the offices and employ- 
ments on the civil eſtabliſhment of the faid United Company in India, and of 
all the forces within the ſeveral Britiſh ſettlements in the pay or ſervice of the 

ſy ſaid United Company in India, diſtinguiſhing the different bodies, nations, or 

people which compoſe the fame, and the ſalaries and une appertaining 
ch to all and every of the ſaid offices and employments, and the pay and emoluments- 

_ of the commiſſioned and non- commiſſioned officers and private men in the army 

es there, as well in peace as in war; together wvith the opinions of the reſpectiu 

all Government: and Preſdencies, and what method or ſyſtem can be adopted fer 
he the better regulation as well of the ſaid offices and employments as of the ſaid 
rt forces, for retrenching unneceſſary expences, and for introducing a juſt aud 
an laudable ceconomy in every branch of the ſaid civil and military departments: 

ur And the Court of Directors of the faid United Company hall, as ſoon as may 
- be after the receipt of the faid liſts and accounts, take the ſame into their confi- 

* W and e Wen ir eee declare what ny places, and em- 
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ployments, as well civil as military, will in their 8 be adequate to the 


ſupport of the honour and dignity of this kingdom in the Eaſt Indies, and the 


 fafety, defence, and ſecurity of the - Britiſh poſſeſſions there; and to make and 
tranſmit to the ſaid preſidencies and ſettlements compleat and perfect liſts of the 
faid offices, places, and employments, and to ſpecify and direct the rate and 
quantum of the reſped ive pay, ſalaries, and emoluments to be hereafter allowed 
in reſpe& thereof by the ſaid United Company, as well in peace as in war: And 
that the ſaid Court of Directors ſhall, and they are hereby required, within 
fourteen days after the commencement of every ſeſſion of Parliament, to bring 
before the Houſe of Commons a perfect liſt of all offices, places, and employ- 
ments, in the civil and military eſtabliſhments of the ſaid United Company in the 
Eaft Indies, with the falaries or pay and emoluments belonging thereto, or al- 
lowed or paid by the ſaid Company in reſpect thereof. 

And be it further enacted, Thar until the ſaid ſeveral liſts of the offices, places, 
and employments ſhall have been made and eſtabliſhed as aforeſaid, the ſaid Court 
of Directors ſhall be, and they are hereby prohibited from appointing or ſending 
to India any new ſervant, civil or military; and after ſuch liſts ſhall have been 
pet fected and eſtabliſhed, the ſaid Court of Directors ſhall in no wiſe appoint or 


fend out any greater number of perſons, to be cadets or writers, or in any other 


capacity, than will be actually neceſſary, in addition to the perſons on the ſpot, to ſup- 
ply and Keep up the proper complement or number of officers and ſervants con- 
rained in the ſaid lifts, according to ſuch returns of vacancies as the proper officers 
of the ſaid Company ſhall, from time to time, tranſmit from India to the ſaid 
Court of Directors. 

And be it further enacted, That from and after the commencement of this 


_ aff, all promotions and advancements of the officers and ſervants of the ſaid Uni- 


ted Company in India, as well civil as military, in their reſpective lines or 
profeſſions, under the degrees of ile reſpetive Counſellors and Commander in Chief, 
ſhall be made according to ſeniority of appointment, in a regular progreſſive 
ſucceſhon, unleſs any of the ſaid Governments and Preſidencies ſhall, on any 
very urgent occaſion, by a vote in Council, ſee cauſe to deviate from the ſaid general 
rule hereby directed to be obſerved; and on every ſuch occaſion the ſaid Govern- 


ment or Preſidency ſhall” cauſe a full and perfect entry to be made upon their 


minutes of conſultation, ſpecifying all the circumſtances of the caſe, and their 
reaſons and inducements at large for. making fuch deviation, and ſhall tranſmit 
the ſame to the ſaid Court of Directors, by the firſt opportunity that ſhall occur, 
for their order and direction therein, and that all nominations and appointments 
to be made repugnant or contrary to the directions of this act, whether the ſame 
ſhall be made by the Court of Directors of the ſaid United Company, or by any 


- * of the faid Governments or Preſidencies (ſave and except in caſes. of urgency as 


aforeſaid) ſhall be null and void. 
And be it further enacted, That from and after the paſſing of this act, no 


. ſhall be capable of acting, or of being appointed or ſent, out by the * 
Court of Directors to the Eaſt Indies, in the capacity of a writer or cadet, whoſe 


age ſhall be under 15 years; or Mall exceed the age of 22 Nears, and that no perſon 
ſhall be capable of acting, or of being appointed or ſent out in either of ſuch capa- 
cities, until he ſhall have procured and filed with the Secretary of the ſaid 
United Company, or of the faid Court of Directors, a certificate of his age, un- 
der the hand of the Miniſter of the pariſh, or keeper of the regiſtry of the ſame ; 3 
and that when no — n ſhall exiſt or can be * an affidavit of that fact 
- hall 
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as if the ſame had been done or committed withia the territories direQly 1. 


money, or other valuable thing, as a gift or preſant, ot under colour — 
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eee, eee eee 
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mall be made by the yay, with his information and belief that his 2x ener lf 
than Fifteen years, and dath not exceed rwuenty-Hwe.years, and ſuch affidavit ſhall 

and may, if the ſaid Court of Directors ſhall ſo think fit, be received and filed with 
the ſaid Secretary in the ſtead of ſuch certificate; provided that nothing herein con- 
tained Mali extend to; prevent ile ſaid Court of DireAors from appointing any Perſons 
to be cadets who Mall have gd ually been one whole-year commiſſioned officers in His 


* 


Majefly's ſerwice, or in the Militia or Fenfible Men, when embodied and called 3 
Into attual ſervice, and whoſe age Rall not exceed ie. ue ears. ; 


| And be it further enacted, That all His Majeffy's ſubjedts, as wall l 
'6f the faid United Company as others, ſhall be, and are hereby. deelaped. to. be, 
.ameaable to all Courts of Juſtice (both in Indie and Great Britain) of competent 
juriſdiction to try offences committed in India, for all acts, injuries, wrongs, 
oppreſſions, treſpaſſes, miſdemeanors, crimes, and offences whatiorver, by them 
or any of them done, or to be done or committed, in any of the lands or terxi- 
tories of any native Prince or State, or againſt their perſons or properties or the 
-perſons or properties of any of their ſubjecte or people, in the ſame manyer 


to and under the Britiſh Government in India. 
And be it further enacted, That the Jemenditig: 44.reteiting of any: Lam of 


"whether it be for the uſe of the party receiving the ſame, or for, or 
be for, the uſe of the ſaid Company, A 
Britiſh Subject holding or exercifing any office or empl dytuent under His Majeſty, 
or the ſaid United Comply; in the Eaſt Indies, ſhall be deemed and taken to be 
extortion, and ſhall be proceeded againſt and puniſhed as ſuch, under and by virtue 
of this act; and the offender ſhall alſo forfeit to the King's his heirs and 


ſucceſſors, the whole gift or preſent ſo received, ds the full value e 

Provided always, and be it further enacted, That the Court of JuriſdiQtion 
before whom every ſuch offehce ſhall be tried, frall have full power and authority 
20: direct the ſaid preſent or gift, or the value thereof, to be reſtored to the par 


who gave the ſame, or to order the whole, or any part thereof, or of any. fine 
-whith the Court ſhall ſet on the offender, te phi or given @ the frofcruter or 

informer, as ſuch Court in its diſcretion ſhall think fit. ' . 

And be it further enafted, That fo much of the aforeſaid ad of the thir- 


techth year of the King's Majeſty's Reign, as ſubjofts #ny perſon receiving or 


. accepting gifts or preſents to any penalty or fotfeiture for ſodoing, or as direfts 


that "ke ; preſents; penalties, 


or forfeittites; tall belong to nn Come 
rue repealed. 


CS Hat law, phyſician, or furgeony or ady chaplain, from ac- 
ng, taking, or receiving fees,” grarairies, or rewards (hab bade) ne way 
profeſſion only. 
And de it further enafted, That the wilful diſobeying, or the witful omitting 
” *. —— the orders or inſtructions of the Court of Directors of the ſaid United 


(unleſs in cafes of neceſfity, the burthen of the proof of which neceſ- 
67 Galt be on the party fo diſobeying or -omitting to execute ſuch orders and 
actions as aforeſaid) and every will breach of the truſt and duty of 7 eu office 


| Provided aways, and be it enafted, That nothiog herein contained ſhall en- 
tend, or be conſtrued to extend, to prohibit or prevent any perſon 6tercifing the 


— any of che officers or ſervants of the ſaid United Company in the 


— ID 


A A RR ot v ihe 
* 


= . 


* 
nne 


t 


. 


ö 
[9 
« 


2% 

© of the faid United Company in the Eaſt Indies, ſtall be deemed and taken to be 
e earn at law, and ſhall keys eee againſt and mea as fuch by 
© vitrge of his aft, 1 

- And de it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That ie making or en- 
' xering into, or being a party to any corrupt bargain or contrat᷑t, for the giving vp, 
er for obtaining, or in any gther manner touching or concerning the truſt and 
_ *Ruty of any ſuch office or employment under the ſaid United Company in the Eaſt 
| Indies, by any Britiſh ſubjefts whatſoever there reſident, ſhall be deemed and 
"taken to de a miſelemearor at law, and ſhall be proceeded againſt and proſecuted as 
TIRE this act. 


"And be it further enacted, That sſter ſentence or judgement of any Court, 5 


n compexent furiſdüktion, whether in Grear Britain or in India, againſt 
r the ſaid United Company's ſervants, civil or military, for any debt or — 

ve or belonging to the 14 United Company, or for any extortion or other mif- 
ger - it mall nor be lawful for the ſaĩd United Company, upon any pretence 
- whatſoever, to releaſe orcampound ſuch ſentence or judgement, or to reftore any 


from his or their office or employment, e oe A; by the 
\Telitence of | any of the-ſaid"Courts. .. -- 

Aid, for the remedying of the abuſes which Idye-brarkiled is che collection 
-nnd'receipt of the revenues of rh ſaid United Company, be it further enacted b 
Vihe authority aforeſaid,” That every perſon, being a Priiiſi. born ſubject, who ſha 
Br appointed or authoriſed to collect and receiye the rents, duties, or revenues, of 
dd delosging, and due and payable to the ſaid United Company, ſhall; beforc he 
enter upon the collection and receipt thereof, take and ſubſcribe the following 
_ which, oath the Chief Juſtice, or one of che Puiſne Judges of the Supreme 
of Judicature at Bengal, or the Mayor or other Magiſtrate in any of the 
r Prefidencies' or ſettlements, ſhall, 1 commanded 
— — ——— . 


. 


„The Twill, 10 — — — 2 
. T 39 — and diſcharge the duties of 

A a5 3 and committed to me by the 
* 255 bird Company of Merchants of: op trading to the Eaft 
= © 7# Indies; and that 1 will not demand or accepts directly or 
: - #-indigeQly, by-myſelf, or. by any other perſon: for my tiſe or on my 

4 behalf, of or from any rajah, zemindar, talcokdar, gar, ren» 

e ter," ryot, or other perſon, paying or liable to pay any tribute, 
rent, or tax, to or for the- uſe of, the ſaid United Cympany, any 
Je e other valuable thing, by way of gift, preſent, 


. 24 er otherwiſe, ober and abo, or beſides aud except, the actual tri- 

4 bute, rent, or tax, authoriſed to be taken by and for the uſe of the 
„ ſaid United Company ;. and that I will. juſtly and e e 
„„ anfwer'for n Ws 2 
* 13 5 c 6.0} help me GOD," 


: ö Ther it wall and may be lawful for the Governor 
Er of Fort William aforeſaid, for the time being, to iſſue his warrant under 


ſi, or ſecuring nd detaining. . car 


; 
4 T. : . * I 
> * 


echt of fer wants of the .d Company,” who ſhall have been removed or diſmiſſed | 


hand and ſeal, . ſuchi peace afficersaud other perſyns as be ſhall think 


ess rer . 2 0 


e 


keuſatiom on wvhich he has been committed, and the party ſa confined flallibe — 


n 1 


ryihg on, — any illicit commerce or correfpondetice; dat» 
gtrous to the peace or ſaſely of : 2 or of the Britiſs poſſeſſions in Juan, 
with any of the princes, rajahs, zemindars, or other perſon or perſdas 


dents of any factories eſtabliſhed in the Eaſt Indies by any European power,' cn 


trary to the rules and orders. of the ſaid Company z and if upon exainination': 


taken wpon oath, in writing, of any perſon or 232 other 1 the perſon fo ſe· 
cared and detdined, before the Governor General and Councitof Fort Wilkdm 

aforeſaid, there ſhall appear reaſonable grounds for the charge; the ſail Governoy': 
General ſhall be, and is hereby authoriſed and iriipowered to commit ſuch peiſem 
or perſons ſo as laſt above deſcribed to ſafe cuſtody, and all, within @ reaſonable 
time, not exceeding five days, cauſe io be delivered io im or them the charge ur d 


to deliver in his defence int writing, together with a lift of ſuck iuitneſſes as he” R 


| defire to be examined in ſupport of lis Uefence, who /hall be examined aur % lx. 


his preſence, and their examinations taken deum in uuriting; and if, aotwithfanding: 
Such defence, there alli appear reafonable grounds for the formet proceeding, and for; 
continuing the confinement, the party Shall remain in cuftody until he or they-is.o00 
are brought to trial in India, or ſent to England for that purpoſe ; and nat all \fuch® 
examinations and proceedings ali be tranſmitted: to:the ſaid Court of e 


the ferft diſpatches; and in caſe ſuch perſon or perſons are t be fent to Englandy' this: 


Said Governor General ſiall, and he is herthy required to:canſe ſuch perſom on penn 

to be ſent by the fir conventent opportuuity, unleſs ee. er Jhall be Wife: 

abled by illneſs from undertaking the voyage» 2 +2149 ay (out 
And be it further enacted, That the ſeveral Prefidencies od Goveramentscof 


Fort Saint George and Bombay, ſhall. have the like powers, and ſubje 1 , 


Same regulations and reæſtrictions, to ſecure and detain perſons ſuſpe ed of uu 
ſuch illicit eorreſpondence or commerce as aforeſaid, within their reſpective pve 
ſidencies and ſettlements, as are p gan to hp tid. Qorarhor: n and 
Council of Fort William el bas asche u 

And, for the better preventing, or ons ably puniſhing, the wilted of 
the an of the ſaid United Company, employed in the ſettlements or affairs: ; 
of the ſaid Company in India, by a diſcovery of their eſtates and property on their 
return to Great Britain, be it further enacted, That every perſon now being, or 
who ſhall hereafter be, in the ſervice of the ſaid United Company in India, Mall, 


within the ſpace of Hao calendar months after his returning to Great Britain, deli- 


ver in upon oath, before the Lord Chief Baron of His Majeſty's Court of Enches 
quer in England, or any e of the other Barons of the ſaid- Court, for the time 
being, reſpeclirely, (Which oath. the ſaid Lord Chief Baron, and other Barons. 
are hereby reſpectixely authoriſed to adminiſter) duplicates of an exact particular, 
or inventory of all and fingular the lands, tenements, heteditamenta, gende 
ehattels, debts, monies, ſecuxities for money, and other real and perſonal eſtate.) 
and property whatſoever, as well in Europe as in Aſia, or elſewhere, which ſachs 
perſon, was ſeized or poſſeſſed of, or entitled unto; at the time of his arrival in 
Great Britain, in his own right, or which any perſon. or perſons was of pane: 
Teized or poſſeſſed of in truſt for him, or to or for his uſe or benefit, at th 


of his ſuid acrival in Great Britain, or at any time after, pciſying wht part” 


thereof was nt acquired or purchaſed by property acquired in conſequence. of his rifi»" 
dence in the Eaſt Indies: and if any of the real or perſonal — * 


* 96 perſog dell have -been./conveyed, alienaaedy * vx otherwise — 


nate, 
ever having authority in India, or with the Commanders, Governors, or Pres-: 
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” diſpoſed of, after his ſaid arrival in Great Britain, then ſuch. perſon ſhall alſp, 
in a by his aid. particular or inventory, ſet forth an accurate deſcription and 
ion af, all ſuch parts of: his ſaid real or. perſonal. eſtate and property as 
ſhall fave been fo cooveyed,: transferred, or diſpoſed of, and how, and in whar 
manner, and; w whom, and at what dme, and for what price or conſideration, 

Anat be it farther enatted, That the Lord Chief Baron, or other Barons of the 
ſaid:;Court'of Exchequer, to whom any ſuch particular or inventory ſhall be deli 
vered upon oath, in purſuance of this aft, ſhall, as ſoon as conveniently may be 

after che fame fall have been received by him or them, deliver one of the ſaid + 
 duplicuces to the Kings Remembrancer of the ſaid Court, to be by him filed and 

recoaded in the fajd-Court as « public record, and the other duplicate thereof to 
the Chairman, of, the Court of Directors of the ſaid; United Company for the 
time-being, to be depoſited and; kept amongſt the public archives and papers uf 
the aid United-Company, for che inſpection and peruſal of the members and pro- 
priezors of, the faid; United: Company: and in cafe any complaint ſhall, within 
three years after the delivery of fuck particulars or inventory, be made by the ſaid 

' Board for the affairs of ladis; or by che Court of Directors of the ſaid. United 
Company, or by any ten or more members or proprietors of the ſaid Com 15 
whoſe thare or intereſt in the capital Rock of the ſaid United Company ſhall ws 991. - 

ſai] Court of. Exchequer, or by the motion of - counſel in the ſaid. Court, that any 
fuck particular or inventory is untrue, evaſive, uncertain, or inſufficient, or that 
ir doth not contain che whote account of the real and perſonal cftate and property 
of che perde delivering the” fame; and it ſhall appear to the ſatisfaction of the 
burt of Exchequer, either by mipeRtion of any ſuch particular or inventory, 
er upon the affidavit of any credible perſon or perſons, that there. is reaſonable | 
cauſe to fuſpeft that any ſuch particular or inventory. doth not ſpecify and diſcloſe 
an account and deſcription of the whole eftate and property, as well real as per- 
ſonal, of che perſon delivering the ſame, according to the true intent and mean- 


ing of this aft,” chen it ſhall and may be lawful for the ſaid Court of Exchequer, 113 
by their onder, 'to. cauſe ſuch perſon, at fuck time or times as the ſaid Court ſhall nat 
dor chat purpoſe direft, to go before the King's Remembrancer of the ſaid Court, an 
or his Deputy for the time being, and be by him examined upon eath (which oath tir 
the ſaid Remembrancer, or his Deputy, is hereby impowered and required to ad- pet 

inifter} upon ſuch interr ies, touching and concerning the ſaid teal and tru 
"eſtate. and-peoperty of the perſon aforeſaid, or the diſpoſal thereof, as ani 
the ſaid Court hall think meet; and the faid Court ſhall, if need be, cauſe any fro 
ſuch perſoq to be attached by the Sheriff, by any proceſs or warrant from the ſaid Co 
Court, und kept in the ſafe cuſtody of ſuch Sheriff, or in ſuch priſon as the ſaid ap 


Court all direct. until he hall have fully anſwered the faid interrogatories to the | 
Satiefaftion of che faid Court. Ae *P 8 
Aube it forther enacted, That in caſe any perſon, by this act required to de- in 
Low 9g of ſuch particular or inventory as aforeſaid, thall negle& to deli- po 
wuerde within the time herein before for that purpoſe limited, or ſhall not or 
Gibmijr'to'be examined, and fully anſwer any ſuch interrogatories as aforeſaid, or or 

| ret 

Es 

of 


i hiv examinacion be guiley of any wilful falfity, or if it Hall appear that 
a hath Sees guilty of any contealment or omiſſion, or untrue ſpecification of any | 
perty,, real or perſonal, by this act directed to be a 


re of his Kals or 


(110 
2nd ſpeciſted in ſuch particular « or inventory, to the amount or value of tauo on. 
ſand pound, ſueh perfon thall forfeit all his lands, tenemente, and hereditaments, / 


monies, ſecurities for money, debts, goods, and chattels, and other his real and 


perſonal eſtate whatſoever and whereſoever; one moiety whereof thalf belong to 
our Sovereign Lord the King. his heirs and ſucceſſors, and the other moiety ſhall 
belong to the ſaid United Company, (fubje& nevertheleſs to ſuch allowance to per- 
ſons making any diſcovery thereof as herein after is mentioned) and ſhall and 
may be recovercd by the King's Majefty, his heirs. or ſucceſſors, or by the ſaid: 
Company, by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information, wherein no eſſoĩgn, 


protection, or wager of lav ſhall be allowed, nor more than one imparlance 3 and 


ſuch perſon ſhalt moreover ſuffer mpriſonment for ſuch time as the ſaid Court ** 
Exchequer ſhallin their diferction think fir, without bail or mainprize. 
Provided always, and be it declared and enacted, That nothing herein con- 
tained ſhall extend tn compcł᷑ any perſon, who. ſhall arrive from India in Greaz- 
Britain on or before the f, day of January, One thouſand! Seven hundred and 


Eighty-ſevez, to deliver any ſuch, particular or inventory as aforeſaid. © (HY ( 
And be it further enafted; That any perſon who ſhall, within the ſpace of three 


Yeu next after the delivery of any ſuch particular or inventory as aforeſũidꝭ vo- 


ntarily come before the ſaid: Lord Chief Baron, or any one of the Barons of th, 
p Court of Exchequer, and make diſcovery upon oath of any part of the-eftate- 


or property, real or perſonal, of any perſon delivering. ſack i inventory; which 
ſhall haye been concealed, and not therein or thereby, or in any ſubſequent exa - 


mination, ſpecified, diſcloſed; or deſcribed; (any real eſtate fo diſcovered" being 


lands, tenements, or. rapes, actually purchaſed, acquired, or contraſted 


for, by or on the behalf of the party delivering the faid particular or inventoryY- - 
ſhall, zpo convittion of the perſon who delivered ſuch inventory, be allowed after 


the rate of ten pound per ceutum, according to the value of the eſtate or eſſcts 
fo diſcovered, whereſvever the ſame ſhall be; which allowance, ad valorem; falt 


be paid to ſach diſcoverer out of the neat. proceeds of ſuch eſtate of effects Wr 


ſhall be diſcovered by his means as aforeſaid. _ 
And be it further enacked, That all and every the lands, tenements. andy: 


| ditaments, goods, chattels, monies, and other perſonal eſtate, of what Kind er 
nature ſoever, which ſhall be forfeited and recovered, by virtue of this att of 
and from any perfon or perfons,, by reaſon of his or their neglec᷑t or refuſal to de- | 


liver any ſuck particular or ipventory as aforefaid; or by the making of any im- 


perfect or untrue diſcloſure and diſcovery of his eſtate and effects, according to the 


true intent and meaning of this act, Mall be fold and diſpoſed of, by the order- 
and authority of His Majeſty's fiid Couct of Exchequer, and the- monies there 
from ariſing ſhalt be paid and applied, under the order and authority of the fd 
Court, to the uſe of the ſeveral perſons entitled derer, according tothe decken 
and true intens of this act. 

And be it further enacted, That no 1 or perſons wharſbever, who Mall 
have been appointed tg any civil or military ſtation, office, or capacity whazfseyer; 
in the Eaſt Indies, by 154 ſole appointment of | the ſaid United Company, ſhall be ag 
pointed, or be capable of being appointed to the ſame, or any other tation office; 
or capacity, in the Eaft Tydies, or to claim or exerciſe, or be capable of claiming- 


or exercifing, any power, authority, or juriſdiction there, after he or they; — | 


returned to this kingdom, ſhall have been reſident therein, or in any other part 
Europe, for the ſpace of five years, unleſs it ſhall be made. appear, by the cartt- 
of credible witneſſes, or other authentic roſtimony, to fre — 4 
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the hid Board for the affairs of India, as of the Court of Directors of the faid 
Unitec Company, that ſuch reſidence in Europe was on the account of, and became 
atually. neceflary: for, the health of ſuch pe 
or uſage to the contrary notwithffandin g 
" Provided alcuays, That nothing herein contained ali extend,” or be conſlirucd to 
extend, 10 any afpoinimint which tall be made by the Court of Direfors of the ſaid 
United Company, with the conſent and approbation of a General Court of Praprie 
tors ef the ſaid United Company ſpecially convened for that pierpoſes = ; 


And whereas it would conduce to the better government; management, and or- 
dering of the territories, poſſeſſions, revenues, and commerce of the ſaid United 


Company, if ſore more eſfectual courſe than the common law hath provided were 
deviſed for the proſecuting and bringing to ſpeedy and coodign puniſhment the 
crime of extortion and other miſdemeanors commitred in the Eaft Indies by Bris 


_ tiſh objects holding offices or employments there under His Majeſty, his heirs or 


ſacceffors, or under the faid United Company, be it therefore enacted by the au- 

thority aforefuid, That it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the Coroner and Attor- 
ney of owr Lord the King in the Court of King's Bench, by rule of the Court of King's 

Rench,” to he obtained upon motion to be made for that purpoſe, at the inflance of any 
perſon or perſons, and which rule the ſaid Comt is hereby impoxwered ts grant at their 

diſcretion, if the magnitude and circumſtances of the caſe Hall apprar to the ſaid 
Court to render it proper, or for His Majeſty's Attorney General, or for the Court 
Directors or Courr of Proprictors of the ſaid United Company, in the name of tho 
ſaid United Company, to exhibit an information again any ſuch perſon for any 
ſack offence as aforcfaid committed, after the firft dar of Jaxzary, One thouſand 
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rſon or perſons reſpectively ; any law 
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act, the lifts fo returned ſhall be delivered over to ſuch three Judges of the Courts 

of King's Bench, Common Pleas, or Exchequer, as the faid "Courts Mall for that 
purpoſe reſpectively appoint, one Judge being nominated from each of the ſaid Courts 
reſpettively ; and if the faid lifts Mall contain more than tweniy-fix members of the 
Hosſe of Lords, or forty of the Houſe of Commons, reſpectiuely, the faid Tudet 
Hall, within three days from the receipt thereof, cauſe the names contained in the * 
A or lifts of either or both Houſes reſpemively { as the cafe may happen } to be put inio 
a bor, and twenty-ſix names of tht ſaid Peers, and forty names of the ſaid Commons 
to be publicly drawn by lot; and that the ſaid three Judges ſhall have power aud au- 
thority, and they are hereby required to give notice to all ſuch members of the 
two Houſes of Parliament, 2phoſe names Hall have been ſo returned or dratun by he 
.as aforeſaid, and alſo to His Majeſty's Attorney General, or the proſecutor, as 
the caſe may require, of the time and place to be appointed by the ſaid Jud 
(nor exceeding twenty days from ſuch liſts being delivered to them às aforeſaid” 
for proceeding in the execution of this act; and the names of all ſuch members 
of either Houſe of Parliament as ſhall not attend in conſequence of ſuch notice, 


ſhall be tranſmitted to the Speaker of each Houſe reſpectively, within three days, 


if Parliament be then fitting, or if not, within three days after the next — 
of Parliament; and all ſuch perſons as ſhall appear to have made default as afore- 
faid, ſhall forfeit o His Majefly, lis heirs and ſucceſſors, the ſum ef five hundred 
Foundis each, unleſs they ſhall offer ſuch excuſes as ſhall appear to each Houſe of 
Parliament reſpectively to be valid aud ſufficiept: (L) (M) (c) « 
And be it further enacted, Thar the names of all ſuch" members of either 
Houſe of Parliament, contained in the ſaid liſt, as ſhall perſonally appear at this 
time and place appointed as aforeſaid, ſhall be put into a box, to be drawn ontby 
lot in preſence of the ſaid Judges, and of the parties, or their counſel or agents; 
and the perſon againſt whom fuch information ſhall have been exhibited as afore · 
Al unaid ſhall have the liberty, as the ſaid names are drawn out, to make peremptor 
. eballenges, to the number of thirteen of the Peers, and twenty of the members © 
the Houſe of Commons, whoſe names ſhall have been put into the ſaid box; aud 
His Majefty's Attorney General, or other proſecutor, as the caſe may happen, Hall 


have potver to make challenges for cauſe to be ſpecially flewn to the ſaid tiree Judges 


10 any of the names 'which all be fo draw unt; and the firſt four names of the 
{aid Peers, and likewiſe the firſt r names of the ſuid Commoners, which ſhall 
be drawn out after the ſaid number of challenges reſpectively, or which, being 
drawn out, ſhall not be ſo challenged, ſhalt be returned by the ſaid Judges to the 
Lord High Chancellor, who ſhall cauſe the names of the ſaid Peers; and mem 
ders of the Houſe of Commons, together with-thoſe of the ſaid three Judges ap- 
pointed as aforeſaid, to be inſerted in the ſpecial commiſſion to be iſſued by virtue 
of this act; and the perſons whoſe names are ſo inſerted in the commiſſion ſhall 
appear within ten days, and take the following oarh before the Lord High Ciancel. 


for, or Lord Keeper, or Lords Commiſſioners of the Great Seal for the time being, or 


quy une af them 


11A. B. do ſwear, That Iwill well and truly try and determine to'the 


e deſt of my judgement, the matter now to be brought before mie, ti» 
e cording to the evidence that ſhall be given 85 
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with all comverient Biſdatchto halle afrifh for lifts members 10 bt Waſte * 
od to the Clerk of the Men, or his Deputy, and afterwards to be inſerted in a new 
rommiſſon to be ifſiced it the manner I rein before direct: and the ſaid Commiſſio- 
-_ ers hall have full power and authority to hear and detekmine every ſuch informa- 
don, «nd to pronounce. judgement thereon, according to the eſſect of the judgment 
.of the common law, upon convictions had and obtained according to the courſe 
of the common law, for extortiox orother miſdemeanor, and alſo to declare the pariy 
e conwidted incapable of ſerving the ſaid United Company in any capacity what ſo- 
cue; and that ſuch judgement, to be pronounced by the ſaid Commiſſioners as 
aforeſaid in and upon ſuch information, ſhall be good * eſſectual, and concluſive 
to all intents and purpoſes whatſor ver ; and that no certiorari ſhall be granted by 
any Court whatſoever, for removing the proceedings of the ſaid Commiſſioners 
on ſuch information imo any Court whatſoever; and the proceedings of the ſaid 
Commiſſioners ſhall not be impeached, or the validity thereof queſtioned, in any 
ation or ſuit, or other proceeding; in any Court of Law or Equity Whatferret. 
400 ( d (8), 
Aud be it further enacted, That the recognizance to be entered into as * 
mid ſhall bind the property of all and fingular the goods and chattels, which were 
dhe goods and chattels of the principal party entering into ſuch recognizance, at 
the rime of his entering into the ſame, or which he ſhall or may acquire at any 
time afterwards, and before he ſhall be di/charged from ſuch recognizance j and 
mall alſo bind all fate and intereft in all lands, tentments; and hereditaments, 
© whereof the faid principal party ſhall be ſeized or poſſeſſed, or whereof any per- 
ſon or. perſons, in truſt for the party ſo entering in ſuch recognitatice, (at the 
time of lus entering into the ſame, or at any time afterwards, and We e 
Se diſcharged therefrom ) ſhall be ſeized or poſſeſſed. 


And be it further enacted, That where rhe — vihom fack kde mnie 


Thall have been exhibited as aforeſaid, ſhall be adjudged to be guilty of the ctime 
charged in ſuch information, and ſhall be adjudged to pay a fine unto His Majefty, 
(his heirs and ſucceſſors, that it ſhall and may be lawful for His Majeſty's Attor- 
| \ney General, or for the ſaid United Company, to exhibit interrogatories before the 

Cours of Exchequer, for the examination of the party adjudged. to pay ſuch fine 
a6 aforeſaid; as to his eſtate and eſſects ſufficient to anfwer the fame fine ; and if 

| the ſaid party ſhall not appear, or ſhall refuſe ts anſwer to ſuch interrogatoties, 
dr ſhall wilfully conceal any part of his eſtate or effe&s, herein before declared to 

be bound by ſuch recognizance as aforeſaid, or which ſhall by law be liable to be 
extended. in ſatisfaction thereof, ſuch party, on his default of app before 

ſuch Conrt, or on his tefuſal to anſwer ſack interrogatories, forfeit to the 
Sing's Majeſty, his heirs and fuccefſors, all and Gagular his goods and chattels, 
Hands, tenements, and hereditaments whatſoever, and: ſhail be liable to be i#1pri- 
Had in uy = Ri Tower Gs NI as I. cr 
And, in order to promote the ends of juſtice i in ; aſcertaining fats contihitted. af fo 
Pa adifiance from this country, by ſuck evidence ds the nature of the caſt will ren- 
Har prafiicabley Be it further enacted, That in all upon ſuch informa- 
tion as aforeſaid, as well the depofitiont takes andi fuck commiſſion or commi ſions, 


after the publication thereof; as alſo all writings which ſhall have been tranſmitted | 


" rom the Eaſt Indies to the Court of ot the fai& United Company, in 
che Eaft-Indies in the uſual courſe of their ocereſperideate with the fartOoure of 
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common law tothe contrary notwithſtanding. 


\ 
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the ſaid Court of Directors, or by any Committee thereof, to the officers abd ſere 
vants of the ſaid United Company refident in the Eaft Indies, and which in any 
manner relate to the ſubject matter of the charge to be contained in fuch-informa- 
tion, or to the defence to be made thereto, may be admitted by the ſaid Commiſ- 
fioners to be of ered in evidence, and flall not be deemed inadmiffible or mcompetent, 
wnleſs upon object ions arifing from the nature of the contents of the ſaid paper vori 
tings before them, if the ſaid Commiſfioners Nall think fit ; ſubject nevertheleſs to 
be impeached, in point of credibility, by fuch obſervations and objections as the 
nature of ſuch evidence, or other circumſtances, may ſuggen, any rule of the 
4 
And be it further enacted, That the faid Corrt of King's Bench Walt hare 
p03 ver and authority, at the prayer of His Majefty's Attorney General, or other 
proſecutor, or of the party againſt whom ſuch information thall be exhibited, to 
order an examination de bene cle of witneſſes refident in Great Britarn or Ireland, 
upon interrogatories to be had and taken before an examiner to be by them ap- 
pointed for that purpoſe, and to cauſe the depoſitians of ſuch wiineſſes to be pub» 
liſhed, . when the ſame all appear to them io be Proper and necefſary ; and which de- 
poſitions ſhall be afterwards admitted to be read in evidence before the ſaĩd Com- 
miſſioners, and ſhall be deemed good and ſufficient evidence in the law as afore- 


ſaid, ſaving all juſt Exceptions to be taken to ſuch depoſitions, when —— 


Hall be offered. to be read as aforeſaid. (T) (U) (W) 

And be it further enacted, That this act ſhall take place and have commence- 
ment in Great Britain immediately after the ſame tall have recerued His Mage fly's 
royal aſſent, and ſhall take place and have commencement in the ſeveral Prefiden- 
cies aforeſaid, and in the territories thereunto belonging, from the firf 4 of 
January, One thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty-five. 


And be RI Gd, SO I IO n ſhall be deemed and taken. 


bo. public a 


ADDITIONAL. CLAUSES. 
-4A) And be it further enacted, hat the forenal foorutarien, debicandgibn 


officers of the ſaid Board, ſhall alſo take and ſubſcribe before the ſaid Board, fuch 


oath of ſecrecy and office as the faid Board ſhall direct. 
(B) And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall and 
may be lawful to and for the Court of Directors of the ſaid United Company for 
the time being, and they are hereby required from time to time to appOIDt a Secret 


Committee, to conſiſt of any number of the faid Directors for the time being, not 


exceeding three; which Secret Committee ſhall from time to time, upon the re - 
A of any ſuch ſectet orders and inſtructions concerning the levying of ar or 

of peace, or treating or negociating with any of the native Princes or 
States of India, from the faid Commiſſioners for the affairs of India as are herein 
before mentioned, tranſmit to the reſpective Governments and Prefidencies in 
India, a duplicate or duplicates of ſuch orders and inſtructions, together with or» 


ders in writing, figned by them, the members of the ſaid Secret Committee, to 


carry the ſame into execution ; tk CC. 4 


> 


i 
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mitted, the ſtveral Gortraments and PreGidencies in India are hereby required to 
pay the ſame obedience as if ſuch orders and directions had been iſſued and tranſ- 


+ mirted by the Court of Directors of the ſaid United Company. 


(C) And be it further enacted, That in caſe the members preſent at any of 
the Boards or Councils of Fort Wiltiam, Fort Saint George, and Bombay, fhall 
at any time be equally divided in opinion in reſpeſt to any matter depending before 
them, then and in every ſuch caſe the faid Governor General, or the SRO of 
Prefident, as the caſe may be, ſhall have two voices, or the caſting vote 

(D) And be it further cnafted, That the Governor General and Council of 
Fort William aforeſaid, ſhall have power and authority to ſuperintend, control, 
and direct the ſeveral Prefidencies and Governments now or hereafter to be erec- 
ted or eſtabliſhed in the Eaſt Indies by the ſaid United Company, in all ſuch points 
as relate to any tramſactions with the country powers, or to war or peace, or te 
the application of the revenues or forces of ſuch preſidencies and ſettlements in 


time of war, or any fuch other points as ſhall from time to time be ſpecially re- 


ferred by the Court of Directors of the ſaid Company to their ſuperintendence and 
control: and in order to prevent the embarraſſment and difficulty which may ariſe 
from any queſtion whether the orders or inſtructions of the Governor General and 
Council of Fort William relate to other points than thoſe aforeſaid, be it further 
enated, That notwithſtanding any doubt which may be entertained by the faid 
prefidencies or ſettlements to whom ſuch orders or inftruftions mall be given, ro- 
the power of the Governor General and Couneil to give ſuch orders, yet 
rhe ſaid Prefidencies or ſettlements ſhall be bound to obey ſuch orders and dire ctiont 
of the ſaid Governor General and Council in all cafes whatever, except only 
where they ſhall have received poſitive orders and inſtructions from che faid Court 
of Directors repugnant to the orders and inſtructions of the ſaid Governor Gene- 
ral and Council, and not knows to the ſaid Governor General and Council at the 
time of diſpatching their orders and inſtructions as aforeſaid ; and the ſaid Gover- 
nor General and Council ſhall at the time of tranſmitting all ſuch orders and in- 
KruCtions, tranſmit therewith the dates of, and the times of receiving the laſt diſ- 


patches, orders, and jnftructions which they have reretved from the Court of 


Directors on any of the poirts contained therein; and the ſaid Preſidencies and 
Governments in all caſes where they have received any orders from the ſaid Court 
of Directors as aforeſaid,” which they ſhall deem repugnabt to thy orders of the 
ſaid Governor General and Council of Fort William, and which were not known 
Ws the ſaid Governor General and Council at the time of dp their orders 
and iofireftions as aforeſaid, thall forthwith tranſmit copies of the ſame, together 
with an account of all reſolutions or orders made by them in eonſoquence thereof, 
de the Governor General and Council of Fort Witham, who fall, after the receipt 
of the ſume, diſpateh ſuch farther orders and inſtructions to the faid 6 _ 
Ferrlermenits as they may judge neceſſary thereupon. 

( e n of money appear e 6 Bai 
ſubfetts by the Nabob of Areot, in the recovery whereof it is expedteut that ſuch 


affiftatice ſhould be given them as ſhall be confiftent with the righes of the ſaid | 


United Company, the- ſecurity of the creditors,” and the honout ar. 4 dignity of 
SETLIST —— That the Cor! of Direflory of the ind © 

Mall, '#s ſoon as may be, take into confideration the origin and fuſtice of rhe 
demands, @s fur as the materials they are in poſſe fon of ſhall enable them to do; 


2nd that they mall give fuch orders to their prefidencies and fcovanits #broad for 
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for eſtabliſhing, in concert with the ſaid Nabob, ſuch fund for the diſcharge of thoſe 
debts which ſhall. appear to be juſtly due; according to their reſpective rights of 
priority, as ſhall be conſiſtent with the rights of the ſaid United Company, the ſe- 
durity of the creditors; and the honour and dignity of the ſaid Nabobs © 
(F) And, for ſettling upon a permanent foundation the preſent indeterminate 
rights and pretenſions of the Nabob of Arcot and the Rajah of Tanjour, with re- 
ſpect to each other; Be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid; That the 
Court of Directors of the ſaid United Company ſhall take into their immediate 
conſideration the ſaid indeterminate rights and pretenfions, and take and purſue 
ſuch meaſures as in their judgenient and difcretion ſhall be beſt calculated to aſcer · 
tain and ſettle the ſame, according to the principles and the terms and ſtipulations 
contained in the treaty of One thouſand Seven hundred and Sixty-two, between 
the ſaid Nabob and the ſaid Rajah. : 5 5 | 

(G) And whereas complaints have prevailed that divers Rajahs, Zemindars, 
Polygars, Talookdars, and other native landholders within the Britiſh territories in 
India, have been unjuſtly deprived of or compelled to abandon and relinquiſh their 
reſpective lands, juriſdictions, rights and privileges, or that the tributes, rents, and 
ſervices required to be by them paid for their reſpective poſſeſſions to the ſaid United 
Company, are become greivous and oppreflive : And whereas the principles of 
juſtice and the honour of this Country require that fuch complaints ſhould be 
forthwith inquired into and fully inveſtigated, and, if founded in truth, effe&ually 
redreſſed ; Be it therefore enacted, That the Court of Directors of the ſaid United 
Company ſhall, and they are hereby accordingly required forthwith to take the 
ſaid matters into their ſerious conſideration, and to adopt, take and purſue ſuch 
methods for inquiring into the cauſes, foundation and trurh of the ſaid complaints, 
and for obtaining a full and perfect knowledge of the ſame, and of all circum- 
ſtances relating thereto, as the ſaid Court of Directors ſhall think beſt adapted for 
that purpoſe; and thereupon, according to the circumſtances of the reſpeftive 
caſes of the ſaid Rajahs, Zemindars, Polygars, Talookdars, and other native 
landholders, to give orders and inſtructions to the ſeveral Governments and Pre- 
fidencies in India, for effectually redreſſing in ſuch manner, as ſhall be conſiſtent 
with juſtice and the laws and cuſtoms of the country, all injuries and wrongs which 
the ſaid Rajahs, Zemindars, Polygars, Talookdars, and other native landholders 
may have ſuſtained unjuſtly in the manner aforeſaid; and for fettling and eſta- 
bliſhing upon principles of moderation aug, juſtice, according to the laws and 
conſtitution of India, the permanent rules by which their reſpective tributes, 
rents and ſervices ſhall be in future rendered and paid to the ſaid United Com- 
pany by the ſaid Rajahs, Zemindars, Polygars, Talookdars, and other native 
landholders. M2 f f 0 5 
(HY And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe of the 
fickneſs of any ſuch perſon or perſons as by this act are required within two 
month after their reſpective arrival in Great Britain, to give in an inventory of 
their reſpective effects, it ſhall and may be lawful to and for any Baron of the 
faid Court of Exchequer, upon proof of ſuch ſickneſs made to their fatixfaCtion, 
from time to time to grant ſuch farther time for giving in ſuch inventory, as the 
ſaid Court ſhall in their direction think fit. Age eng 
© (IT) And whereas it may happen that perſons engaged in trade in India may by 
ſickneſs be obliged to leave India ſo ſuddenly as to put it out of their power fo to 
ſettle their affairs as to be able to give in the inventory by this act required within 
two months after their arrival; Be it further enacted by the authority aforeſard, 


- 


* 
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That upon proof of ſuch fact, to the fatisfaftion of any Ronen of the Court of 
Exchequer, it ſhall and may be lawful for the ſaid Court to grant ſuch farther 


time for delivering in ſuch inventory. as the nature of * caſes neſrectiveiy ſhaik 


to them appear to require. 

(K) And be it further enacted, That if any perſon or perſons againſt whom 
any Information ſhall be exibited * the authority of this act, ſhall neglect or 
refuſe within ſuch reſpective times as ſhall be allowed to bim or them for thoſe 
purpoſes, by the rules, or according to the diſcretion of the {aid Court, to appear 

and plead not guilty to ſuch Information; it ſhall and may be lawful for His 
Majeſty's Attorney General, or other proſecutor, to cauſe an appearance, and the 
plea of not guilty, to be entered for ſuch perſon or perſons, and the ſaid Informa- 
tion mall thereupon proceed as if the party or parties had appeared and OG 
not guilty thereto, 

(L) And be it further enacted, That the ſenior of the ſaid three Judges pre- 
ſent at the reſpeQive meetings of the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall be the Preſident of 
ſuch meeting or mectings, and that all queſtions, reſolutions and determinations 
before the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall be by a majority of voices of the Commithoners 
then and there preſent, and if the voices ſhall be equal, the then Preſident hall 
dave a ſecond or caſting voice. 

(NM) and be it further enafted, That the Members of the Houſe of 1 
hereby directed to be named by that Houſe for the purpoſes aforeſaid,” ſhall be 
choſen, nominated and appointed in the manner following: that is to ſay, That 

; ar any time within thirty days from the commencement of the next, and every fu- 

ture ſeffion of Parliament (and after the Speaker of the ſaid Houſe ſhall have taken 
the Chair) when there ſhall be two hundred Members preſent an the Houſe after 
four of the clock in the afternoon, it ſhall and may be lawful for any Member to 
require that the doors of the Houſe ſhall be locked, and the Houſe ſhall thereupon 
proceed to deliver in at the table, lifts of forty Members each, which liſts being 
delivered in, ſhall be referred to a Committee, who ſhall report to the Houſe the 
aames of all ſuch Members as ſhall be returned on twenty of ſuch lifts, and if the 


names fo returned ſhall not amount to forty at the leaſt, the Members preſent ſhall 


be required to deliver in freſh lifts, cach liſt containing a number of names equal 
to that number by which the liſt returned ſhall fall ſhort of forty, and ſo as ah 
as the caſe ſhall happen. 

(N) Provided always, and be it enacted, That if any of the perſons named in 
ſuch lifts ſhall appear to the faid Commirtee to hold any civil office. of profit. 
under the Crown during His Majeſty's pleaſure, or being or having been Mem- 
bers of the ſaid Board for the affairs of India, or being or having been a Di- 
rector of the ſaid Company, or holding or kavies held any office or employment 
in the ſervice of the ſaid Company in India, all and every of ſuch perſons ſhall 
de firuck out of the {aid liſts, and ſhall not be returned to the Houſe by the ſaid 
Committee. 

(0) Provided always, and be it further enacted, That it ſhall and may be law- 
ful to and for the ſaid Commithonersy or any ſeven or more of them (of whom 
one of the ſaid three Judges at the leaſt ſhall always be one) to hear and deter- 
mine every ſuch Information, and from time to time to adjourn as they ſhall think 
fir; and in caſe the number of the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall, before the ſaid commiſſion 
ſhall have been fully executed, depart this life, or be rendered incapable of acting, ſo 
that the number of the ſaid ChaniniGoners ſhall be reduced to fix ; : or if all the ſaid 
e 2 ſhould * to die or be rendered e of acting, whilſt. the ſaid 

commiſſion 
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commiſſion ſhall be depending, then and in either of ſuch caſes, and from Ab 


forth, the ſaid commiſſion and the force and eſſect thereof 'ſhall ceaſe, and a new 
commiſſion ſhall be awarded for hearing the matter of ſuch Information for 
which ſuch former commiſſion was iſſued, and the proceedings therein - ſhall 
begin de novo, ſave only and except with reſpect to the examination or depoſition 
of any witneſſes (if any) which ſhail have been taken in writing under tha ſuid 
former commiſſion, which-examination or depoſition ſhall * may be received 
and admitted as evidence under ſuch new commiſſion. 

(P) And be it further enacted, That che ſaid S mall nominate 
2 appoint a fit and proper perſon or perſons to act as their Regiſter or Regiſters 
in the execution of the ſaid commſſion; and when and fo ſoon as the ſaid Commiſ· 
ſion ſhall! have been fully executed, hs ſaid commiflion, and the Information 
und plca, and the judgement had thereupon, and all the depoſitions and exami- 
nations, and other proceedings concerning the premiſes, ſhall be delivered over by 
ſuch Regiſter or Regiſters unto the Clerk of the Crown in the Court of the. Ling's 
— to be kept and recorded in that Court. | 

(O And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That Subpcenas, 
requiring the atrendance before the Commiſſioners to be appointed under this act, 
of any witneſs or witneſſes, as or on behalf of any perſon. or perſons proſe- 
cuted under the authority of this act, may be iſſued out of the Crown Office of the 
Court of King's Bench; and in caſe any witneſs having due notice of ſuch 
$ubpcena, ſhall not attend in obedience to ſuch Subpeena, his non-attendance 
mall be deemed a miſdemeanor, and ſubject him to be indicted; and in caſe any 
ſach witneſs ſhall attend, bur ſhall refuſe to be examined, it ſhall and may be law- 
for the ſaid Commiſſioners to puniſh ſuck witneſs by fine or nen at their 
diſcretion. | 

(R) And be it further enacted, That the ſaid G ſhall have full 
power and authority, by virtue of this act, to ſend for perſons, papers and re- 
cords, and to examine all witneſſes who ſhall come or be brought before them, 
upon oath to be taken before them; and to cauſe the examinations of ſuch wit- 
neſſes, if they ſhall ſo think fit, to be reduced into writing, and to be ſigned and 
ſubſcribed by ſuch witneſſes reſpeQively ; and if any perſon brought before the faid 
Commiſſioners ſhall prevaricate in his evidence, or ſhall otherwiſe miſbehave him- 
ſelf. before the ſaid Commiſſioners, the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall and may, if they 
ſhall fo think fir, commit ſuch perſon to the priſon of the Fleet, or the gaol of 
Newgate, there to remain during the pleaſure of the ſaid Commiſſioners ; 
and if any ſuch witneſs ſhall wilfully give any falſe evidence before the faid Com- 
miffioners, ſuch witneſs ſhall be deemed guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury, and 
ſhall and may be indifed and puniſhed for the fame accordingly. | 

(8) And whereas the proviſions made by former laws for the hearing and a 
mining in England offences committed in India, have been found ineſſectual, by 
reaſon of the dificuly of proving in this kingdom matters done there; Be it fur- 


ther enafted by the authority aforeſaid, That in all caſes of informations laid or 


exhibited by virtue of this act in the ſaid Court of King's Bench for miſdemeanors 
or effences committed in India, it ſhall and may be lawful for His Majeſty's ſaid 
Court, upon motion to be made on behalf of His Majeſty's Attorney General or 
other proſecution or of the defendant or defendanzs, to award a writ or writs 


of Mandamus, requiring the Chief Juſtice and adges of the Supreme Court at 


Fort William in Calcutra for the time being, 'or the Judges of the Mayor's Court 

of any of the Britiſh ſettlements in India, as the caſe may require, who are hereby re- 

TpeRtively authoriſed and d required * to hold a Court with all 8 | 
peed 


(= 1 


3 of witneſſes and receiving other proofs concerning the 
matter charged in fuch Informations reſpectively; and in the mean time to cauſe 
ſuch public notice to be given of the holding the faid Court, and to ifſue ſuch 
fammons or other proof as may be requiſite for the attendance of witneſſes, and of 
the Agents or Council of all or any of the parties reſpectively, and to adjourn 
from-time'to time as occaſion may require; aud ſuch examination as aforeſaid 
hall be theri and there openly and publicly taken viva voce in the ſaid Court, 
upon the reſpeCtive oaths of witnefſes, and the vaths of ſkilful interpreters, adminiſ- 
need according to che forms of their ſcveral religions, and ſhall, by fome ſworn 
eder of ſuch Court, be reduced into one or more writing or writings, on parch - 
ment, in caſe any duplicate or duplicates ſhould be required by or on behalf of 
any of the pertics intereſted, and ſhall be ſent to His Majeſty in his Court of 
King's Bench, cloſed vp, and under the ſeals of two or more of the Judges of the 
faid Supreme Court, and one or more of the Judges of the faid Supreme Court 
hall deliver the ſame vo the agent or agents of the party or parties requiring the 
fame; which ſaid Agent or Agents (or in cafe of his or their death, the perſon into 
bebe Gino hel} come) ſhall deliver the ſame to one of the Clerks in 
courtof His Majeſty's Court of King's Bench, in the Public Office, and make oath 
thathe received the fame from the hands of one or more of the Judges of ſuch Court 
in India (or if ſuch Agent be dead, in what manner the ſame came into his hands) 
and that the fame has not been opened or altered ſince he fo received it (which ſaid 
unh fuch Clerk in court is hereby authorized and required to adminiſter ;) and 
ſuch cepocions being duly taken and returned according to the true intent and 
meaning of this act, ſhall be allowed, and read before the faid Commiſſioners, 
and ſhall be deemed as good and competent evidence as if ſuch witneſs had been 
preſent, and ſworn, and examined viva voce at any trial before the ſaid Commiſ- 
Goncrs for ſuch crimes or miſdemeanors as aforeſaid, any law or uſage to the 
contrary notwithſtanding ; and all parties concerned ſhall be. intitled to take co» 
pies of fuch depoſitions at their on coſts and charges; and the Chief Juſtice of 
ahe find Court of King's Bench, or one of the Judges of the ſaid Court, ſhall, 
. with all convenient ſpeed after the ſaid depoſition ſhall have been ſo received, 
pagerher with the faid Information and plea, be delivered over to the Lord High 
Chancelicr, or Lord Keeper, or Lords Commiſſioners for the cuſtody of the Great 


Kedl in the manner by this aft directed. 

CT) And be it further ena ted by the authority aforeſaid, n 
in canfequence of this act ſhall be commenced, unleſs within the ſpace of three 
years after che neturn of the party proſecuted into Great Britain, or within three 


„ere = . 


() And, for avoiding any deubt which may ariſe, whether the office or 
place of a Commiſſioner of the {ſaid Board for the affairs of India, or if a Secretary 
ohe faid Board, be within any of the proviſions contained in an act of the ſixth 
pp Qs Awe, intitled, An act for the ſeourity of Her Ma- 

4 ee Perſian and Government, and of the ſucceſſion of the Crown of Great 
* Britgin-3n the Proteſtam Line; or whether the appointment of any ſuch Commil- 
Soner ur Secretary, being a Member or Members of the Houſe of Commons, ſhall 
macate is ar their Gears in that Houſe ;; Be it further enacted and deelared, Thar 


tbe ſaid reſpettive offices, places or appointments of a Commiſſioner ar Secretary of 
the Board for the affairs of India, to be made under the authority of this act, ſhall 


r — | 
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fixth year of Queen Anne, whereby to diſqualify any fuch Commiſſioner or Seere - 
tary from being elected, or fitting or voting as a Member of the Houſe of Com- 
mons; nor ſhall the appointment of any ſuch Commiſſioner or Secretary, if a Mem- 
ber or Members of the ſaid Houſe, vacate his or their ſeat or ſeats in the ſaid 
Houſe; any thing contained in the ſaid act of the fixth year of Queen Anne, or 
in 3 act to the contrary notwithſtanding, * | | 
(W) Provided always, and be it enacted, That nothing herein contained 
ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to prejudice or affect the rights or claims 
of the Public or the ſaid United Company reſpecting the faid tertitorial acquiſi- 
tions and revenues. ; 8 ; | d 


ADDITIONAL CLAUSES by the LorDs, 


{A} To come in after the clauſe (L) 


And be it further enacted, That the members of the Houſe of Peers hereby 
directed to be named by the ſaid Houſe for the purpoſes aforeſaid, ſhall be choſen, . 
nominated, and appointed in the manner following : (that is to ſay) That at any 
time within thirty days from the commencement of the next, and every future 
ſeſſion of Parliament, when it ſhall appear that there are fifty Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal there preſent, the Lords ſhall be called, and if there are fifty preſent, 
the Lords ſhall thereupon proceed to deliver in at the table, lifts, each of which 
liſts ſhall contain the names of twenty-ſix Lords, and ſhall be ſigned by the Lord 
who delivers ſuch liſt ; which liſt being delivered in, ſhall be referred to a Com- 
mittee of Lords to be by them appointed, who ſhall examine the ſaid lifts, and 
forthwith report to the Houſe the name of every ſuch Lord whoſe name ſhall 
appear on ten ſuch liſts; and if the names ſo returned ſhall not amount to 
twenty · ſix at the leaſt, the Lords preſent ſhall be required to deliver in freſh 
liſts, each liſt containing a number of names equal to that number by which the 
liſt returned ſhall fall ſhort of twenty-fix, and ſo as often as the caſe ſhall hap» 
pen; and no Lord preſent when the Houſe ſhall be called over, ſhall depart, until 


the ſaid lifts of twenty-fix Peers ſhall be made as aforeſaid.  _. 
{B) To come in after the clauſe (S) 
{B ) Provided always, and it is hereby further enacted, That no information or 


| plea or depoſition, which by this act is directed to be delivered over by the Chief 
Juſtice of the Court of King's Bench, or one of the Judges of the ſaid Court, ta 
the Lord High Chancellor, or Lord Keeper, or Lords Commiſſioners for the cuſ- 
tody of the Great Seal of Great Britain, ſhall be ſo delivered over at any other 
time than during ſome one of the three uſual and accuſtomed Terms herein ' 

Ten mentioned, that is to ſay, Hilary Term, Eaſter Term, or Mi Th 
Term. ae . | 1 5 


THE END. 78 
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